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$egislative Assembly

Thursday, the 16th March, 1978

The SPEAKER (Mr Thompson) took the Chair
at 2.15 p.m., and read prayers.

CLERK ASSISTANT

Absence in London: Statement by Speaker
THE SPEAKER (Mr Thompson): I wish to
advise members that Mr Lionel Farrell, the Clerk
Assistant of this House, is currently in London.
He went overseas on a private trip as part of
his long service leave and [ authorised him to
stay in London for another few days to attend the
Palace of Westminster and to abserve the practice
of the House of Commons. He should return at
the end of this month and during his absence
Mr Allnutt will be acting as Clerk Assistant and

Mr Green w.ll be acting as Sergeant-at-Arms.

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE
Report
MR YOUNG (Scarborough) [2.18 pm.): I
present the 14th report of the Public Accounts
Committee and move—
That the report be received,
Question put and passed.

MR YOUNG (Scarborough) [2.19 pm.] 1
move—
That the report be printed.
Question put and passed.

The Public Accounts Commiftee report was
tabled (see paper No. 92).

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Delay: Statement by Speaker

THE SPEAKER (Mr Thompson): 1 should like
to apologise to the House and in particular to the
Government for the delay that occurred today in
delivering questions to Ministers. T regret that
the delay occurred and it is possible that there
may be some questions which cannot be answered
today as a result, Those questions which can be
answered, will be answered at some later stage of
the sitting.

BILLS (4): INTRODUCTION AND FIRST
READING
1. Acts Amendment (Constitution)} Bill.
2. Limitation Act Amendment Bill.
Biils introduced, on motions by Sir Charles
Court (Premier), and read a first time.

137

3. Censorship of Films Act Amendment Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr O'Ncil

(Chief Secretary), and read a first time

4. Rural Housing (Assistance) Act Amendment
Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr O'Connor

(Minister for Housing), and read a first
time.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE
On motion by Mr Shalders, leave of absence
for four weeks granted to Mr Clarko (Karrinyup)
on the ground of urgent public business.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: THIRD DAY
Motion
Debate resumed, from 1he 15th March, on
the following motion by Mr MacKinnon—
That the following Address-in-Reply to
His Excetlency’s Speech be agreed tc—
May it please Your Excellency: We,
the Legislative  Assembly of the
Parliament of the State of Western
Australia in Parliament assembled, beg
to express loyalty to our Most Gracious
Sovereign, and to thank  Your
Excellency for the Speech you have been
pleased to address to Parliament.

MR HERZFELD (Mundaring) [2.25p.m.): |
enter the debate on the Address-in-Reply motion
s0 ably moved by my colleague, the member for
Murdoch, with some pleasure because His Excel-
lency refers to a matter to which I have been
giving a great deal of consideration since the
House mel in session last year, and a2 matter which
was so ably expounded by His Excellency the
Governor.

I was particularly pleased to see the optimism,
the responsible optimism, with which His
Excellency spoke on the question of the economy
and related matters. I remind members of the
salient paragraphs as 1 saw them. His Excellency
made the following remarks—

Difficulties persist, but lessening inflation
and lower interest rates clearly indicate.
improvement.

He continued—

Western Australia is well placed to influence
the rate and extent of the nation's return to
beiter times.

And his final remark in relation to the economy
was as follows— ’

Both the Western Australian and the
Commonwealth Governments continue 10
pursue policies aimed at stimulating activily
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in the private sector as the only effective
means of creating sufficient employment
opportunities in the longer term.

Last night we listened to a pgreat deal of
discussion on the economy and related matters
of employment and unemployment. 1 was rather
disappointed with the debate, because all T heard
emanating from members opposite were emotive
arguments and arguments unsubstantiated by
facts. It was the paucity of understanding of the
anatomy of the economy and how it relates 1o
the question of employment that resulted in such
a futile effort by members opposite last night,

1 indicated earlier that ¥ have spent a consider-
able period of time in the parliamentary recess
looking at this question, One of the exercises 1
undertook was to research the question of employ-
ment and unemployment, When one does this }o
establish trends, one must delve deeply into sta-
tistics going back over a period of time. We
musl recognise that if the problems which were
discussed last night are to be overcome we must
examine closely how the situation relates to today’s
sociely and, more particularly, how the situation
relates to the future,

Qur social prospects as a nation are tied
inextricably 1o the way a changing society with
new expaciations, new standards, and new
attitudes can adapt to the forces which affect
the nation's economy.

On the one hand, we have a rapidly increasing
population which demands higher and higher
standards of living. To meet these demands the
trend has been for higher paid jobs. More skilled
positions are being created. On the other hand
we are finding these costs are built into the charges
made for goods and services on which the economy
depends and on which we all depend.

To keep a rein on prices, industry has had to
improve its efficiency through mechanisation and
automation, a process which has worked against
new jobs. 1 will come to some statistics a littfe
later. Tt is with these opposing forces successive
Governmenis, since post-war years, have had to
grapple.

The boom years of the 1960s were the direct
resull of Government action to create jobs. The
early 1970s became depression years in Australia,
again to a large extent because of misguided
Government policies. No nation as under-
developed as ours can afford to waste human re-
sources caused by large numbers of people not
being gainfully employed. Nor, in fact, can it
be 1olerated. My purpose, therefore, will be to
review the past, to analyse what can be learnt
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from past experiences, and then consider the
relevance of that review and analysis to today's
situation.

The questions that need ta be answered are:
What are the prospects of getting the unemployed
back to work in the short term; what are the
prospects of mainlaining satisfactory levels of
employment in the future; and how should our
planning be influenced by our economic relations
with industrialised nations with underdevetoped
neighbours? 1 consider these are the sorts of
questions that should be discussed, not the political
diatribe we heard last night. If we look at the
question on the basis of fact then perhaps we,
as a State, can get somewhere,

Mr Skidmore: Do you doubt Government statis-
tics which were quoted last night?

Mr HERZFELD: I shall first of all direct the
attention of members 1o the era of the great
depression which has been referred to frequently
by members during debate. However, 1 wonder
how many members opposite really know what it
was all about,

Mr B. T. Burke: Your policies caused it,

Mr HERZFELD: 1 certainly did not know much
about the great depression until 1 decided to
study the era—because T am not of thar era,
The Opposition has spent far 1po much time in
this House sitting down and getting flabby around
the middle and around the rear end. 1 hope
this sitting around does not also cause Opposi-
tion members to become flabby around the head.

Mr Harman: We have given you a fair go so
far.

Mr HERZFELD: I will first of all refer to the
1920s which, in Western Australia, was a period
of economic buoyancy. The economy was domi-
nated by the rural sector. In the five years lead-
ing up to the depression—from 1923-24 1o
1927-28—the gross domestic product increased by
24 per cent. The real per capita income in-
creased by 103 per cenit during that same period,
but in the succeeding five years quite the rteverse
occurred with a drastic effect not only on the
economy, but also on the social structure of
the State. 1Tt had a great demoralising effect.

The situation was reflected by a high percentage
of unemployed. Statistics were not kept at that

time but the estimates are that 30 per
cent of the work force was out of work
in 1932, Tt is also rather interesting to note that,

in fact, at no time between the early 1920s and
the Second World War was unemployment ever
below 6 per cent; never at any time. In fact, for
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some three years between 1930 and 1934 un-
employment persisted at 20 per cent of the work
force.

Mr Harman: What lessons have you learnt trom
your study of the depression?

Mr HERZFELD: Let us look at the basic
causes of the great depression. As far as this
State was concerned it could be summed up rather
simply in a couple of areas. In those days—quite
distinct from the situation which exists today—
this State was dependent almost entirely on the
rural sector for its economic well-being. The
great gold rushes of the late 19th century had
created a tremendous amount of work but by the
turn of the century, about 1903, the goldmining
_industry started to decline. With the decline of

that

industry unemployment problems were
created.
Government policy during the 1920s was

directed towards solving this unemployment prob-
lem. That policy was to open up new land. All
the resources of the Government were directed
towards opening up new Jand because it was a
resource we had available in abundance. It was
hoped this action would consequently solve the
unemployment problem. As a result, all the re-
sources of the State were directed towards the
development of services which supported that pro-
gramme. As I will point out later, that attitude
turned out to be somewhat misguided.

Another problem which led this State—as it
did many other countries throughout the rest of
‘the world—into the depths of the depression was
the lack of money available for development. [
have a couple of references which [ will quote
lo indicate the situation at the time. The first
reads—

.an Australian Press Association tele-
grammed from WNew York date 23.12.29.
states that there are the clearest intimations
that any Australian borrowing during the
first quarter of 1930 would face nearly in-
superable barriers. The market in New York
is described as most unpropitious. Even gold
edged issues are being taken up with caution.
As a resull of this situation the Common-
wealth and the Siate Governments were
forced 10 reduce their Expenditure,

It is also interesting to note what the Premier
of Western Australia at the time (Phil Collier)
had to say.

Mr B. T. Burke: He was some man.
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Mr HERZFELD: He is reported, on the 5th
March, 1930, as saying—

...the present year’s programme is belng
again severely pruned by the Governments of
the States and the Commonwealth. For the
coming year, loan estimates of all Govern-
ments are being framed on a figure of ap-
proximately 50% of last years expenditure;
but there is no alternative as we cannot con-
tinue spending money from loan if the mar-
ket cannot provide that money at a reason-
able cost.
So, shrinking overseas markets for loan money, for
the State’s programmes, was one factor. Another
factor, of course, was the price we received for
our primary products, which dropped dramatic-
all. Over a relatively short period from 1928 to
1930 the price of our primary products fell
by something like two-thirds. A The reason for
the fall in price was that America had an over-
supply situation in agricultural products, and as
a result of that over-supply situation we suffered.
So much for the theory of the lead into the
depression. Let us now look at what happened
in the recovery. Again, one can identify two major
factors which led us out of the depression.

Firstly, in the 1930s there .was a remarkable
revival of the goldmining industry. This revival
came about because, firstly, the price of gold
went up, Secondly, and more importantly, there
was a recognition by the people in the industry
that to survive the industry had te become more
efficient.

As a result of these factors, employment in
the industry—which had fallen to a low of 3 800 in
1928—rose dramatically to nearly 10000 in 1933
and 16000 in 1937. | emphasise this point be-
cause it is rather interesting to note that the
mining industry was the leading sector in solving
the problems of the State in those days. In fact,
had it not been for the then Government's action
in developing the mining industry in this State
during the 1960s, we would be in a very sorry
position today. The Premier was denigrated last
night when the Opposition suggested that the
Government had been sitting around and doing
nothing about the m.ning industry,

Mr B. T. Burke: It was closing it down,

Mr HERZFELD: Tt was the Premicr who
spearheaded the effort to establish the great
industry we have today, and I will shortly quote
some statistics to show that this is so.

One other factor was important in assisting
Western Australia’s recovery from the great de-
pression and that was the recognition by the Gov-.
ernment of the day—the Mitchell Government
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—that it had been sperding its money in the

wrong direction. This realisation is perhaps best

illustrated by quoting from a speech made by

Sir Yames Mirtchell in this House when he said—
. + . from the 30th June, loan expenditure
must be limited to works that will earn
interest and sinking fund within a reasonable
time,

] ask members 1o note those words. To continue—
This is due to the financial position which
at the present time bristles with difficulties.
We shall be able to meet the situation only
by improved administration or increased
taxation. Qur deficits have been due to losses
on the investment of loan money. We cer-
tainly have provided transpart facilities out
of proportion in relation to production.

Sir James Mitchell said that rather than turning

money towards unproductive Government works,

he intended—and he carried out his intention—
to put the money into projects that would earn
the Government money.

Mr Bryce: What year was this?

Mr HERZFELD: Sir James Mitchell said this in
1930.

Mr Tonkin: He was knocked off in 1933.
Mr B. T. Burke: We made him Governor!
Mr Tonkin: Lieutenant-Governor.

Ms HERZFELD: Opposition members said
again last night that more money should be spent
on Government works.

Mr Bryce: In 1930 Sir James Mitchell promised
jobs for all, and in 1933 he lost his seat.

Mr HERZFELD: 1t was the Mitchell Govern-
ment that took the initiative, ts imative was
copied subsequenily by the Collier Government
which took note of Sir James Mitchell's remarks.

Mr Tonkin: The only Premier to have lost his
seal—whal a greal man!

Mr HERZFELD: 1 would not like to take
credit away from the Collier Government for its
action in directing expenditure in the right
direction. Jt was the Government that took the
action suggested by Mitchell, and I give it credit.
As a result of not spending money on sustenance
allowances, etc., the money was spent on unpro-
ducilive projects, on dams, sewerape, and the
Lke. In fact, ! know of four dams which were
built in this period; that is, the Drakesbrook,
the Harvey, the Wellington, and the Canning
Dams. The Government also invested a great deal
of money in forests; that was constructive
expenditure, and I do not take credit away from
that Government.

{ASSEMBLY?}

1 would like now to refer to some statistics
because of their relevance to this matter. I will
read out these figures because there is no other
way to have them incorporated in Hansard. Lart
night members spoke about employment and
unemployment figures and Opposition members
pulled percentages and figures out of the air.

Mr Skidmore: No they did not; T pulled

percentages out of your own Government
statistics,

Mr HERZFELD: I do not doubt that these
figures were obtained from Government statistics,
but such statistics must be looked at in a proper
context. One cannot simply t1ake one set of
statistics and say, “This is the full picture.” One
must look at all the figures.

Mr Skidmore: The Federal Minister used the
words 1 used.

Mr HERZFELD: First of all 1 refer to the
participation rate in the job market, and 1 will
refer to this very good publication put out in
May, 1977, by the Australian Bureau of Census
and Statistics. It contains some very interesting
graphs and members studying it will see that
the participation rate of all people in the work
force thas remained constant for the last
decade. The number of males in the work force
has dropped slightly, and probably this reflects,
lo some extent, the trend towards an earlier
retirement. Also, it reflects the trend for students
to stay longer at school.

Mr Skidmore: They have to; they cannot get
jobs.

Mr HERZFELD: It is very interesting to Jook
at the female participation rate, and particularly
the participation rate for married women. In the
period from 1969 to 1977—nine years—the
married female participation rate has increased
from 31 per cent 10 42 per cent. In 1954 the
participation rate was 25 per cent. To enable us
to get these figures into perspective, if the trend
conlinues at the same rate until the year 2000,
80 per cent of all married women will be in the
work force.

Mr Skidmore: Is that good or bad?

Mr HERZFELD: This factor has had a great
impact on the total structure of the work force
and its changing nature. Loaking at the graphs
we see a progressively increasing unemployment
rate over the same period in certain of these
groups. Between [969 and about the middle of
1974, the unemployment percentage of males in
Australia remained fairly constant. It was seldom
more than 0.1 per cent above 2 per cent.
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Mr Bryce: What does the publication say
about Aborigines?

Mr HERZFELD: This percentage rose dra-
matically around about the middle of 1974, and
the graphs illustrate this. By the middle of 1974,
4 per cent of the Australian male work force
was unemployed. We see that to the end of this
graph—that is, the middle of 1977—the per-
centage of unemployed females gradually in-
creased, although it must be pointed out that this
percentage has always been slightly higher than
that applying to the male work force.

We find something quite different in relation
to the 15 to 19-year-old group. The un-
employment rate for these people has been
rising steadly since 1969—the first figures 1 have.
In February, 1969, about 4 per cent of the 15
to 19-year-old work force was unemployed, and
the percentage rose to about 6 per cent in
November, 1973, It dropped to 4 per cent in
May, 1974, but then, in a matter of six months,
it has increased to 15 per cent! Perhaps members
can guess who was in government at that time.

1 must be fair about this and poini out that
the graph continues to rise although certainly
not at the dramatic rate at which it rose in
the period to which 1 have just referred. How-
ever, it continues to rise, and 1 will come to
the reason for that in a moment.

Mr Skidmore: Fewer jobs, perhaps?
Mr HERZFELD: That is right—
Mr Skidmore: Now you needn’t explain it.

Mr HERZFELD: -—except in Western Aus-
tralia. Let us look at the population and the
work force and see what has happened in the
last decade. The population of Australia as a
whole increased from 11.5 million to nearly 14
million over the intercensal period of 1966 to
1976, an increase of 24 per cent, and a rate of
increase of slightly over 2 per cent per annum.
In Western Australia over the same period the
population increased from 837000 to 1.170 mil-
lion, an increase of 49.8 per cent—or double the
national rate—and an annuval rate of about 4
per cent.

Over the same decade the national work force
increased by 24 per cent. In Western Australia
—and let members opposite mark this—in the
same decade the work force increased from
about 334000 to 501000, nearly 50 per cent,
and more than double the national average rate.
During the bulk of that period, the thrust for
the increase was provided firstly by the Brand
Government and subscquently by the Court
Government. These are matiers of statistics and
matters of performance.
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It is interesting to study these figures o see
what they mean in detail. Let us study the
figures for Western Australia. Over the period
to which I have referred the increase in the work
force in Western Australia resulted in increases
in some areas and decreases in other areas. Let
us consider the private sector. In the mining
and quarrying industry the number of people
employed increased by 161 per cent from 8300
to 22 400 in that decade.

Mr Skidmore: 1 understood you were talking
about unemployment.

Mr HERZFELD: Members opposite are always
tatking about unemployment. Have they ever
laoked to see what has happened to employment?
The change there is far more dramatic, and
1 am sure if members opposite studied the jobs
that have been created they might learn
something about gelting unemployed people back
to work. The member for Swan thinks it is
funny that we should try to do something for the
unemployed people in this State,

Mr Bryce: We think the antics of the member
for Mundaring are funny, not the issue.

Mr HERZFELD: Let us consider what has
happened in respect of the junior employment
situation. The only figures 1 have been able to
obfain in this respect are for the period 1971 to
1977. Nationally the number of actual jobs
available for 15 to 19-year-olds fell by 2 per cent,
and during the same period the number of juniors
coming onto the employment market increased by
11.6 per cent. In other words, no jobs were being
created for these juniors and yet the number of
juniors coming enio the employment market in-
creased by 11.6 per cent. Before some smart
person opposite says, “What is your Government
doing about it"—

Mr Pearce: What is your Government doing
about it?

Mr HERZFELD: —let me point out the situa-
tion in Western Australia is considerably better
than the national situation over the short period
of time in which the Western Australian figures
have been separated from the national figures.

Mr Bryce: What is the point of your argument?
You have only 17 minutes left, and it has been a
very tong history lesson. There is always a point
to history lessons, and we are waiting for the
point of this one. We have been sitting here
fairly patiently,

Mr HERZFELD: 1 have been endeavouring (o
submit to the Chamber the true situation in
respect of employment. The Opposition, of
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course, does not like that sort of thing; its mem-
bers like to rant and rave and, in the process,
distract me from saying what I wish to say.

I refer also to what has happened to the
economy during the decade to which I have been
referring. Let us consider frst average weekly
earnings. The figures 1 have refer to Western
Australia for the period 1966-67 to 1976-77. In
that period average weekly earnings in this State
rose by 321 per cent, but the CPI rose by only 219
per cent. Therefore, 1 think one can justifiably
say Western Australians certainly improved their
standard of living in that per.od.

Mr B. T. Burke: The ones who could get jobs
did.

Mr HERZFELD: It is also interesting to find
that in the same period average weekly earnings
for adult females virtually quadrupted; so the
increase in those earnings was double the CPI
or the inflation rate.

Mr Skidmore: That is because of equal pay
for equal work.

Mr HERZFELD: These figures are important
if we want lo get the whole.matter in perspective,
because the cost of labour is not the only thing
that increased in that period. Many other costs
increased, and [ will refer to a few I have been
able to think of. I refer to the costs associated
with improved working conditions; holiday pay
loadings, which provide a 17.5 per cent bonus for
every week a worker is on holiday—

Mr Skidmore: Don't you agree with that?

Mr HERZFELD: —an extra week's annual
leave, which was introduced in December, 1972;
and a vast improvement in conditions of the work
place over that decade. The conditions that apply
to a work place today cannot be compared with
those which applied 10 or 12 years ago. Of
course, these are all cost factors and burdens
which the employer must carry.

Mr B. T. Burke: Must pass on o the customer.

Mr HERZFELD: Workers' compensation is
another subject on which [ have taken out
some figures which 1 find rather interesting. |
believe it was in 1974 1hat members opposite
amended the Workers' Compensation Act.

Mr B. T. Burke: Those changes were the result
of a recommendation by a joint committee which
included your members.

Mr HERZFELD: If one follows the statistics
one finds that between the financial years 1973-74
and 1974-75 claims on insurance companies for
workers’ compensation increased from $17.7
million 10 $37.5 million. Tn fact, the increase
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was so staggering that for the first time in the
history of the insurance industry—as far as I
can ascertain anyway—the insurers found the
premiums collected were not adequate to cover
the claims they had to meet, and they faced a
shortfall of something like $5 million. That is
money which went into the pockets of people on
workers’ compensation.

Mr Skidmore: What is the reason for that?

Mr HERZFELD: I will tell the member the
reasons for it, but mot at this time. At the
moment [ am tatking about cost increases which
have occurred during the past decade.

In that time workers’ compensation premiums
increased 5.8 times, and claims increased seven-
fold.

Mr Skidmore: Do you know who sets the
workers' compensation?

Mr B. T. Burke: Are you talking about claims
in number or value?

Mr HERZFELD: To show that I am fair and
reasonable about this, I intended (o0 mention
something that could be taken as a criticism
of the Government. However, I am hcartened
by something the Premier said last night, and now
no criticism is needed. T am referring to
expenditure by the Government, which is
interesting to trace. All sorts of aspects could be
considered here, but I will pick cut only a couple
of salient matters which relate to the decade
in question. Firstly, the total outlay in the
public finance sector for Australia increased 4.5
times in the decade. Total receipts increased by
‘4,33 times, and the deficit over that period
increased by five times.

If we look at where the Federal Government
obtains its funds we will see that in the decade
from 1967-68 to 1977-78 personal income tax
increased from $2.18 million to $12.88 million—
six times. [If we reduce that to a per capita basis,
the average Australian paid $432 at the begin-
ning of the decade and today pays $913.

If we look at the State situation, it is rather
interesting to follow through the per capiia figures
which appear in the papers which the Premier
tables when delivering the Budget speech: and
we will see that some dramatic things have hap-
pened. Final consumption expenditure went up
6% times, which is twice the rate at which the
Federal figure increased, Gross capital forma-
tion in the same period went up by only 2.8
times. The interesting thing about that is that
if we consider the ratio of the financial consump-
tion cxpenditure, which is recurrent expenditure,
to the total outlay we will see that the recurrent
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expenditure in the decade has gone up from 34 per
cent to 55 per cent of the -Government's total
expenditure, whereas the same ratio for gross
capital formation has dropped from 44 per cent to
31 per cent. This means that instead of putting
more money into capital works our labour costs
are so high that we are having to put more into
the day-to-day running of the Government; and
that is rather tragic for the future of the State.

Summarising what 1 have said to date about
these figures, it is obvious that they indicate
some fairly dramatic changes during the last
decade. Tt is these to which we have to look and
which T shall consider briefly in the time left to
me to give some indication of the direction in
which I believe we should go. The solution to find-
ing more employment for people lies in a co-
operative effort between all the people who are
involved in this field, including the Trades and
Labor Council, the unions, and the people of the
State, as well as the Government. It is not just a

. matter of the Government providing jobs, as the
Opposition reckons it should do, by printing
money Or Taising more taxes.

1 shall suggest some of the things which people
might contribute. The first need is to establish a
sense of national purpose in relation to employ-
ment. [ heard the member for Swan last night com-
menting about the new number plates which con-
tain the word “State of Excitement™. Perhaps
it is a petty sort of thing—

Mr Skidmore: It is very puerile.

Mr HERZFELD: Jt is a little thing which
could start to build in people a bit of pride in
their State.

Mr Skidmore: It is the laughing stock of the
Eastern States.

Mr HERZFELD: Tt is not, because they have
similar number plates. It is the attitude of
people such as the member for Swan which is
holding back this State.

Mr Blaikie: Narrow-minded and bigoted.

Mr HERZFELD: Narrow-minded, yes.

Mr Blaikie: And bigoted.

Mr HERZFELD: 1 am suggesting that it is
little things such as this which develop a sense
of pride in the State and a sense of purpose.
1 suggest that a little less selfishness on the part
of individuals would also help. In the Daily
News of the 16th November last year there was
a headline which read, “Bricklayers agree to $100

pay ¢ut". I thought 1o myself, “Western Aus-
tralians, you beauty, they have some sense.” But
no, this happened in the United States. These

sorts of considerations, not necessarily pay cots
but certainly some restraint in demands for in-
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creased wages, would help this State a great deal.
In other words, I am talking about industrial
responsibility, not industrial Jawlessness.

A more recentl teport stated that the line of
argument used by the Secretary of the Water
Supply Union, a Mr Bennett, is that we should
maintain the number of jobs in the water supply
industry, whether or not they are there. To
use his own words—and this is reported in the
Daily News of the 7th March—"We must eslab-
lish a minimum number of workers in this indus-
try below which the work force must not be al-
lowed to fall” He went on to say that we will
have to make every possible effort to convince
private contractors that they are unwelcome in
this industry.

Mr B. T. Burke: Hear, hear!

Mr HERZFELD: If a private contractor can
do it more efficiently and better, why should not
he do the work?

Mr B. T. Burke: If he cannot?

Mr Skidmore: Who says he can?

Mr HERZFELD: It is a matter of judgment.
Mr B. T. Burke: It is a matter of fact.

Mr HERZFELD: This is the sort of sense of
irresponsibility 1 am talking about. I also suggest
that in the State’s interest we could achieve a lot
more if we had a sensible attitude towards
development, be it mining, or whatever it is, be-
cause invariably when the Government tries to do
something a small group of people get together
and protest on environmental issues or something
else. Let us face it: We have reached a situation
in the history of mankind and in the history of
this State when everything which anyone will try
to do will involve a conflict of interests if it
involves the use of land. The sensible way out of
the problem is to establish where the compromise
lies and work from there. But I am afraid that the
people who throw up their banners around the
place can see things only one way; that is, as either
black or white. It does not matter what we try to
do. Such people cannot see that developing the
uranium industry or bauxite mining creates jobs;
they want it both ways. Members opposite fall for
the five-card trick every time by getting sucked in
by these people. They reckon they can stop these
development projects and at the same time they
need jobs. They cannot have it both ways.

Mr Speaker, 1 shouid like to say much more
about the Government’s role, youth employment,
and so on, but lime does not permit. One of the
things that disappointed me about the debate last
night when the Government was under attack for
allegedly not doing anything abou! creating jobs
was that the Premier and the Minister forgot 1o
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mention not only that the Minister for Industrial
Development has just been overseas for a month
selling Western Australia and setting up the North-
West Shelf gas project to make sure it gets off the
ground but also that the Minister for Agriculiure
went on a similar trip before Christmas. This is
the sort of thing the Government does.

1 wonder whether any previous Government in
the history of Western Australia has done so much
to encourage enterprise {o get developments off
the ground and provide work not only for the
people of this State but also for the rest of the
nation.

T should have liked 10 have a lot more time, but
T shall! conclude on this note. Far more can be
achieved if people will analyse any situation by
looking at the facts and at what can be learnt
from history, consider them in the context of
today's sitvation and come up with some
responsible suggestions. That is not much to ask.
All it does is take a bit more time. For example,
instead of going on holiday over Christmas mem-
bers could do what 1 did; 1 spent my time with
my nose in the library.

Mr Bryce: You would never know!

Mr HERZFELD: Mr Speaker, all the facts
I have omitted 1 shall gladly make available to
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition because I am
sure he would get a great deal of benefit from the
information I have been able to gain. I think,

without any doubt, there is no Government which
I have been able to identify in my reading that
has done more for employment in Western Aus-
tralia—

Mr B. T. Burke: Superman! The Phantom!

Mr HERZFELD: —than this Government,
and, in particular, this Premier of Western Aus-
tralia—

Mr Bryce: You will get to the Cabinet yet.

Mr HERZFELD: —whilst Premier and whilst
Minister for Industrial Development. Let us not
forget we have the greatest national undertaking
that this nation has ever seen in front of us and
which, with the assistance of the Opposition, we
will get off the ground.

MR PEARCE (Gosnells) [3.11 pm.}: I feel 1
owe the House an apology, because members will
recall—

Government members: Hear, hear!

Mr PEARCE: —when I came here in my
ignorance and naivity last session, in my foolish-
ness, 1 suggested that contributions from Govern-
ment back-benchers would be welcomed. How-
ever, having heard a number of such contributions

"be coming before the House.

[ASSEMBLY]

in the last session, and particularly the contribu-
tion we have just heard, I feel that the less we
hear from Government back-benchers the better.

If there is one comment one could make about
the present Cabinet it is that the Ministers, in
general terms, are somewhat better than the back-
benchers who sit behind them. That is about af
that can be said for them.

1 noticed in The West Australian this morning
a headline which read something like, “Govern-
ment back-benchers are revolting” and ¥ was
tempted to agree with that. Upon reading the
story, it appeared that the back-benchers were
instigating some sort of revolution against their
own Cabinet. In the same paper, 1 noticed that
the Country Party is having one of its further
clashes in its interminable civil war. As a result,
I thought that the more things change on the
other side, the more the situation stays the same,

Mr Old: When are you having a change of
leadership over there?

Mr Bryce: They tell me there is a letter circu-
lating inside the National Country Party.

Mr PEARCE: T wondered—hoping, with great
expectations, that I would be enlightened—what
we would be doing and how we would be earning
our money co-operating and helping with Govern-
ment legislation in the next few months. I dis-
covered, as my leader pointed out in the debate
yesterday, that in fact there is very little Govern-
ment legislation planned. It seems to me that the
major motion 10 be debated in this House during
the current session is in fact the one I am speaking
to at the moment—the Address-in-Reply. That
is the most significant matter which appears to
There are many
other silly bits and pieces, but nothing very sub-
stantial,

Because of my background, T tend to judge these
matters on the subjects with which I am familiar,
Therefore, 1 turned to the part of the
Governor's Speech which related to education,
in order that I might discover the future plans in
that arca. As my leader pointed out yesterday,
the only matters which are to be raised are those
which we have had before. It is a littie litany
of things that were done last year and, in some
cases, the year before, including a suggestion that
there might be two and maybe three new technical
schools in the coming year. That is the Govern-
ment’s education policy. We know, of course,
that the Government is not in the habit of bringing
educational matters or, for that matter, most
administrative matters before the House. It
prefers to run the State, if one can call what
the Government does “running the State™, from
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the Superannuation Building and offices scattered
throughout the city, rather than bringing the
House into its confidence, or the people of Western
Australia and the members of its own party into
its confidence, something which is absolutely
necessary.

However, because 1 spend a ¢onsiderable amount
of my time both inside and outside my electorate
visiting schools and keeping up the contacts which
I have in the education system, I knew some time
prior to the announcement in The West Australian
that if the start of our year in Parliament has
been fairly smooth, and if the passage looks even
smoother and more untroubled, that is not the
case in the school system. In fact, the beginning
of the school year has been even more chaotic
than anything we have experienced in the past.
It has taken the Education Department two to
three weeks to decide which schools should have
which teachers and exactly what should be done
with the teaching staff.

We have seen many strange sitvations, such as
the one I shall now mention. A teacher reports
to a school on a temporary basis for two days;
he is then put off for three weeks. In the
intervening period the school from which he was
put off is struggling to obtain permanent staff to
take the place of the temporary teacher. Finally,
we have the situation where the teacher who has
been sitting at home for two weeks and three
days is sent back to the very school in which he
was working previously and which has been
waiting for two weeks and three days for a
teacher.

We have a situation where a teacher has been
teaching in a school for three weeks, is sent to
another school on a temporary basis to replace
someone, and someone else is assigned to that
school on a permanent basis while the Education
Department works out where it is going. Teachers
have been notified on the first, second, and third
week of the school term to which schools they
are to be assigned. Some teachers who have
been promised jobs in private schools have
subsequently found out that they cannot accept
the position because they had been awarded an
education grant. As a result, they have been
obliged either to turn down the commitment to
a private school or pay back the bond in the way
that the Education Department demands.

A situation was vuncovered, not as a result of
the meetings of school principals which have
been held to discuss this problem—and there
have been many—but through the strange story of
the eye doctor that we saw in The West
Australian. Tt appears that one person who was
concerned about the chaos in schools believes
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that it is resuvlting in the deterioration of the
health and welfare of teachers. This doctor
had the audacity, the temerity—I would have
thought the co-operative spirit—to write to the
Minister for Education to suggest that some-

" thing be done about the problem. This man did

not write to the papers. He sent a letter 1o the
Minister for Education saying that the delays in
staffing were causing stress amongst some of his
patients who happened to be teachers.

He received a reply from the Minister, that I
can only describe as rude and arrogant, suggesting
that he should mind his own business and keep out
of matters that did not concern him. I will quote
one or two paragraphs of the letter from this top
civil—or, I should say in this case not so civil—
servant whose salary we pay. I shall quote from
The West Australian of the 15 March, 1978, The
article reads, in part, as follows—

Mr Jones, in a letter of reply, said the claim
surprised him,

He was even more surprised and also some-
whal annoyved by some of the statemenis the
specialist had made.

“My surprise arises from your extension of
your hypothesis to a totally incorrect con-
clusion,” he wrote.

If that sentence has any meaning perhaps it would
require the member for Mundaring to work it out,
because he has just used a number of sentences
similar to that. The articte continues—

“My annoyance is due to your intemperate
and inaccurate statement that staffing is
carried out by inept and disinterested ex-
teachers. I can assure you that your statement
could not be further from the truth.

That is more in the debating style of the member
for Murdoch. To continue—

“Your attempted flattery does nothing to
detract from the inaccuracies in the earlier
sections of your letter.”

1 might say that the doctor's attempted flattery
was a suggestion that the Minister might be
capable of doing his job which perhaps the
Minister felt was not meant sincerely and he
would probably know best about that.

However, the main point at issue is that until
such time as the Education Department can cope
with its own staffing in its own schools, the
education system in this State will be in a mess
and everyone will be affected by this.

1 would be very surprised indeed if the revolu-
tionary back-benchers on the Government side
have not found themselves in schools in their own
electorates during the past few weeks where
exactly the same staffing problems as 1 have
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spoken about have occurred; where teachers have
not been able to get jobs; where teachers taught
last year, but had lapsed because they were on the
temporary staff rather than on the permanent staff
and they were left uninformed as to whether or
not they would be given a position this year. Of
course, there were many hundreds or even
thousands of students who found themselves with
a temporary teacher or two for the first three
weeks of the school year,

What sort of introduztion to an education
system is it for a five or six-year-old child to come
into the school environment and be unsettled by
changes in teachers? 1 would not imagine it would
particularly endear them to the education system.

Everyone understands that there have been
problems in the staffing of schools for many
years, certainly throughout the life of the current
Government and in the years before that. Everyone
understands that is the case, and with the primary
restructuring that occurred last year perhaps there
are even reasonable explanations for it being so
much worse. But when someone writes to the
Minister to point out these matters, he does not
receive an explanation or apology for this
appalling situation. What we do get, and all we
get, is a verbal attack on the man for having the
temerity to raise the matter. 1 would have thought
that had the Minister been unaware of these
matters he would be grateful to have them
explained to him. If he was aware of these matters,
he owes it to the people of this State to provide
at least a civil explanation, rather than make an
intemeerate attack on a person who wrote pointing
out the problems.

The whole question of primary staffing has
been further complicated and further chaos has
been caused by the propensity of the centralised
Education Depariment bureaucracy to stick its
nose into the affairs of the schools.

The particular matter would have come to the
attention of members as a result of the situation
at the Claremont Primary School where the siaff
and principal wanted to organise the 19 teachers
they had so that each teacher had a small per-
manent class. Apparently the local inspector told
them they could not do this, but had to have two
teachers floating around to do other duties and
50 have a class or two less than they wanted.
If 1 were to bz asked who would be in a better
situation to decide the educational requirements
of a school, 1 would say the principal and staff
rather than the superintendent. Surely they are
in the best position to work these things out in
consultation and with co-operation. However,
that was no! the case at that school, The man
from head office told them quite bluntly that
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they would have to put their school into order
or else. Some of the teachers wrote to The
Wess Australian and the matier came into the
open.

Members must not believe that that is the
only school involved. This has occurred in
dozens of schools in the metropolitan area and,
no doubt, in the country. The matter was first
raised late last year when a similar situation oc-
curred at the East Rockingham School and a
deputation was taken to the director-gericral who
claimed at that time that he had no knowledge
of any directive of this type from the super-
intendent to schools, but that he would look inta
the matter and put it rightt He put it right
all right, by sending a similar directive to every
other school which had had the temerity to
organise its own requirements in accordance with
the educational needs of the area.

We have had a lot of palaver from the Premier
about decentralisation and how dreadful we were
in regard to this matter. I would say that through
the education system the Premier and his colleagues
operate one of the most centralised burcaucracies
in the State and there has not been a single move
in the last two or three years towards decentralisa-
tion of the bureaucracy of the Education Depari-
ment. Decision making is more and more central-
ised and many more items seem to find their way
to the director-general’s desk than is necessary. If
the Premier were looking for a section of the
Public Service which could be easily decentralised,
he would find it in schools because each school
has its own operation. If some significant power
were to be given to the principal and staff, the
parents and citizens, and all others concerned—
including the students, particularly in the case of
high schools and technical schools—they would
have the capacity for decision making at a local
level. Members on the other side have talked
about decentralisation, but the position in the
Education Department at present is quite the
reverse, which is highly unfortunate. The fact
that schools are being told what staff to use and
where, emphasises what T am sayine about the
way decision making is being centralised.

Do members recall what occurred during the
pariiamentary recess when an effort was made to
break up the Education Department bureaucracy
by separating the technical education division (rom
the departmemt? For several years there has
been discussion at many levels about the technical
education division and finally there was a move
towards separating i1 from the Education Depart-
ment and making it a separate department. That
wou'd reduce the Education Department burcau-
cracy and reduce some of the very heavy pressures
it is under in terms of its work load. The matter
was referred to the Western Australian Post
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Secondary Education Commission which con-
sidered it at length and made a recommendation
to the Minister that the technical education divi-
sion should be separated.

There was one major opponent to this move
and no-one gets any prizes for guessing he was a
Director-General of Education who used Educa-
tion Department publications quite unmercifully
in promoting his point of view. He wrote articles
and refused to allow any replies from interested
members in the division who wrote articles con-
trary to his views. This man was also on the WA
Post Secondary Education Commission _and was
very much opposed to separation of the technical
education division from the Education Depart-~
ment. He did not want a third of his castle going
elsewhere.

What occurred? He was rolled on the commis-
sion. He tost the vote because he was not able
to convince his fellow members that the division
should not be separated. However, whal happened
when the matter went to Cabinet? There was no
separation. There was a lot of talk from the
Minister, but he did not cover the essential fact
that the vast bulk—

Dr Dadour: You are doing a lot of talking.
You prove it.

Mr PEARCE: Prove what?

Dr Dadour: What you are saying. Give it to
us in writing.

Mt PEARCE: I shall send the honourable mem-
ber the documents concerned with pleasure. |
would have thought that anyone who had the
temerity to place himself in this Hdouse withoul
being aware—

Dr Dadour: There is no need to get nasty.
You talk a lot about what is done in Cabinet.
You prove it to me.

Mr PEARCE: I will send the honourable mem-
ber the documents tomorrow. I will not bring
them to him now and read through them with
him. Every other member will understand that
what 1 am saying is perfectly accurate.

Dr Dadour: I do not understand.

Mr PEARCE: I am sure the honourable mem-
ber does not, but most others certainly do.

Dr Dadour: I think vou are all water and wind.

Mr PEARCE: We can only speculate the rea-
sons the Government failed to carry out ths
recommendation from the vast bulk of the edu-
cational experts. Why was it not done? The
Minister might want to give us all sorts of rea-
sons. T am not concerned about the motivation
or the internal politicking involved. [ am mak-
ing the point that this was yet anothsr chance
for the decentralising Government to decentra-
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lise a very centralised bureaucracy, but it chose
not to do so against very heavy advice that it
ought to. This demonstrates fairly conclusively
how the Government is committed to decentralisa-
tion in this area.

Another interesting point should be made.
While all the primary school staffing chaos, direc-
tion, and interference was going on, where was
the responsible man at the commencement of the
school year? Where was the Minister? He was
in Canada and in Engiand looking at post secon-
dary education for reasons which perhaps he will
tell us later, When he returned from his littte
jaunt, the first thing he did was to issue a state-
ment on voluntary job sharing, a significant pro-
posal which the Opposition advanced in a con-
structive way earlier in the year in an endeavour
to alleviate the heavy unemployment among
teachers. We received a remarkable response
when we made the proposal. We were told it was
educationally unsound and that it would be dis-
ruptive in schools. That was the first response.
The next day the second response came from
the Education Department which announced that
it had in fact carried out a survey to ascertain
who wanted to be involved in this voluntary job
sharing and hardly anyone had replied.

1 asked myself in that wondering way I have,
why it was that the Education Department con-
ducted a survey into voluntary job sharing when
it considered it was educationally unsound. Ob-
viously in those circumstances the Government
should not want to carry out any survey of
teachers to ascertain who wanted to be involved
in the educationally unsound job-sharing pro-
posal,

We had suggested that this job sharing had
worked with success in some overseas couniries
and one of those countries was Canada. The
Minister went there to study post secondary edu-
cation and returned and said that job sharing
was not a panacea. The following appeared in
The West Australian on the 13th March—

JOB-SHARING NOT ANSWER—JONES

Job-sharing was not a panacea for solving
teacher unemployment, the Minister for Edu-
cation, Mr Jones, said yesterday,

Mr Tonkin; Who said it was?

Mr PEARCE: No-one. That is the point. We
said that it might help to alleviate the unemploy-
ment situation among leachers, “Alleviate” was
the word we used. Here is a Government which
prides itself on its initiative and fiexibility and
obtaining progressive answers, but it has proved
that in this area it is totally lacking in imagina-
tion and initiative.

Mr Laurance: It was a disastrous idea. It had
no support among the teachers. 1t was a flop.
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Mr PEARCE: We submitted this proposal as
a suggestion. We were not attacking the Gov-

ernment. We were suggesting a constructive pro-
posal to alleviate the unemployment among
teachers.

Mr Laurance: It is back to the drawing board
thep.

Mr PEARCE: We said that the problem may be
alleviated if some form of job sharing were
tried.

The instantaneous, defensive reaction was that
it is educationally unsound. That is the label put
on anything to do with the education system
which the Minister has not thought about. The
next day he discovered that the department had
thought it was sufficiently educationally sound to
run a survey among teachers, and it found that
only about 40 of the 20 per cent of the State's
teachers surveyed were interesied in the suggestion.
It was enough to run a pilot project to see what
the implications were, but to do so required too
much initiative, flexibility, and creativity for the
Government. Seo the Minister shot off overseas
and the whole matter died. He came back and
said it was not a panacea for unemployed teachers.
We never said it was.

If the Government is serious about trying to
solve unemployment problems, it must try original
solutions. It cannot stick with the formula of last
yvear and the year before that. In the four years
the Government has been in office we have had
increasing unemployment in every area, not only
in the area of teachers. In the panaceas which
the member for Mundaring and other members
an that side of the House wave around after
their unintelligible research, they came up with
answers that do not make sense even to me.
Even if they were right, the fact that each week
more people are unemployed proves that irre-
spective of the research of the member for Muon-
daring solutions are not being found.

If we suggest a way in which the problem
may be alleviated and a long-term solution, the
Government will not be in it; it will not volunteer
to run a pilot project (o see how it operates.
That is how concerned it is about teacher un-
employment. The crocodile tears from the other
side of the House about teacher unemployment
cut no ice with me, when last year there was a
Jesser number of unemployed teachers and the
Government left unsment $7 million which had
teen allacated to teachers’ salaries.

The Premier—] presume unwittingly—in an
interiection on a subject about which he knows
nothing, called across to the member for Yilgarn-
Dundas that his Government had provided over
250 teachers more than were needed, as though
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there were an absolute number of teachers needed
in this State which the Premier perhaps alone
knows.

Mr Tonkin: What are they doing? Sitting
around drinking coffee?

Mr PEARCE: The Premier must think that in
the school system there are 250 teachers just
sitting around drinking coffee. Yet he is always
on about how the education system is not provid-
ing people with abilities 10 read and seck jobs.
Why are those teachers not employed in the spe-
cialist areas which are lacking and about which the
Government complains? Tt complains that the
system is not working but refuses to provide more
money to employ teachers.

Dr Dadour: Where would the money come
from?

Mr PEARCE: On precisely the question about
where the money comes from, we ought to realise
how much money the Government spends on
the unemployed. This is one of the biggest areas
of expenditure for State Governments, and par-
ticularly the Federal Government. Thousands of
millions of dollars a year go out in straight cash
payments to unemployed people, at rates which
at times approach the minimurm wage—not
closely but near that level. The families of un-
employed people qualify for other benefits which
are funded by the Commonwealth and State
Governments. 1f we took all the moncy going
to unemployed people and their families and
used it to provide jobs, we would just about
cover the amount of money required for the Gov-
ernment to provide those jobs.

The Premier decides what is needed is a cut
back in the Public Service, which in the end
provides fewer jobs in the community and makes
more people unemployed. This has certainly
happened in Canberra and in this State. Those
people still have to be paid by the Government.
They are paid for being unemployed rather than
for working.

Under the proposal my leader put up yester-
day, aboui the Government giving a dollar-for-
dollar subsidy to local government to provide
jobs, the Government would be providing jobs for
less maney—350 per cent of the salary—than
if it were paying straight unemployment bene-
fits to those people. We need to take a much
more creative and original approach to the prob-
lems of the unemployed and the way in which
Gavernments fund jobs,

If we used the enormous amount of money
going 1o the unemployed for providing jobs so
that there were not so many unemployed, that
would be to the social benefit of our nation and
State and would not cost the Government a
fantastic sum. Suggestions that the Government
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has to find a complete salary for every person
for whom it finds 2 job shows a misunderstand-
ing of or failure to understand the way Gov-
ernment finance works and the financial res-
ponsibility Governments already have for the un-
employed.

1 should advert to the opening remarks of the
member for Murdoch. In his brief economic
analysis—which wzs not researched, as was that
of the member for Mundaring—he suggested in
separate paragraphs two problems which he saw.
The first was that inflation had to be reduced,
and that there should be no trade-off in reduc-
ing inflation and creating jobs. Reducing infla-
tion was for the good of the country.

Mr MacKinnon: Who said that?
say that at all,

Mr PEARCE: Having said there should be no
trade-off between inflation and unemployment—

Mr MacKinnon: Where did I say that? I did
not say that. Quote Hansard correctly.

Dr Dadour: Wind him up, Tom,
Mr Laurance: They have lost the key.

Mr PEARCE: The member for Murdoch said
on page 10 of Hansard—

Thirdly, it is important for wvs all to un-
derstand that there will be no meaningful
recovery in employment until such time as
inflation moderates on a permanent basis. We
must not attempt, therefore, to solve our
employment problems nationally, or in West-
ern Australia, by spending our way out,

He did not use the term “trade-off”’ but he said
we should reduce inftation and then [aok at the
position of the unemployed. Those are his exact
words.

After showing a considerable and callous lack
of concern for the unemployed the member for
Murdoch went on to say he was concerned about
the problems of young people who are getting
into drugs and vandalism. Me made a brief
incursion into my electorate to complain about
the activities of a group of young people called
the “Langford Rocks”. He was concerned to see
aclivity to solve the problems of these people.

The way to solve the problems of these people
is 1o make it possible for them to get a job.
One of the factors which leads people into de-
pression and getting kicks from vandalism, drugs,
and alcohol is thal they have no normal social
outlets for their natural drive. They are de-
pressed and frustrated by their inability to get
a job and feel they are socially useless. In
that situation it is hardly surprising that young
people get into difficulties. We do not find the

1 did not
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answer by providing more community clubs, as
the member for Murdoch seems to think. The
way to sclve many of the problems is to provide
these people with jobs, but the member for Mur-
doch seems to be more concerned about inflation.

1 would also like to mention the legislation re-
lating to student guilds which the Parliament
passed last year and from which I dissented very
strongly. In answer to my question yesterday the
Minister for Education seemed to be saying that
a close and careful watch had to be kept on the
way in which student organisations spend their
funds.

This relates particularly to the question of
affiliation with the AUS. The Minister took some
pride and pleasure from the fact that he thought
three institutions out of the six in Western
Australia affiliated with the AUS had been forced
out of that body because of the lfegislation.

Mr P. V, Jones: 1 did not say that.

Mr PEARCE: The Minister had hopes that
other institutions might find problems, because
they deferred their decisions on funding,

Mr P. V. Jones: T did not say that. 1 said that
was the situation as I understood it. Some of these
institutions had been affiliated much longer than
when the legislation was brought in. 1 indicated it
was not a direct result at all.

Mr PEARCE: What the Minister did say was
that the ways in which the student organisations
funded the.r activities would be looked at closely,
‘and that if they did not comply with the letter
and the spirit of the Government legislation,
amendments would have to be introduced to
embrace the spirit of the legislation.

The Minister told the House that when we
originally discussed the student pu.lds associations
the Jegislation was not aimed at preventing these
organisations from affiliation with the AUS, but
was simply designed to make membership
voluntary,

Mr P. V. Jones: And it deall with the trans-
mission of funds.

Mr PEARCE: The Minister said that essentially
the legislation was aimed at making membership
of the guld voluntary. In his terms membership
had been made voluntary. It is a fact that every
student in tertiary institutions this year will find
that he must pay the same fee as he paid fast year
on a compulsory basis, Many students read the
newspaper reports and the Minister's speeches, and
they thought they would have a choice. In fact,
they found that they had to pay exactly the same
fee. They were given the option of joining or not
joining but the fee was the same in each case.



150

Mr P. V. Jones: Do you want the Government
to set the fee?

Mr PEARCE: 1 am saying the Government
should have kept its nose right out. I said that at
great length at the time, and for that 1 was nearly
removed from the Chamber. The Government
has set the fees, because it has legislated for fees.
Its administration has set g compulsory fee.

Mr P. V. Jones: We left that to the institutions.

Mr PEARCE: Left them to set the level of fees,
but fees were to be compulsory.

Mr P. V. Jones: Certainly we left it that all
students should pay for services and amenities
within their institution, However, the transmission
of funds to outside bodies should not be forced
on students.

Mr PEARCE: The fact is that the legislation
provided for compulsory fees.

Mr P. V. Jones: A compulsory service and
amenities fee as a condition of enrolment.

Mr PEARCE: That is right.

Mr P. V. Jones: [ am talking about the level of
fees. . .

Mr PEARCE: [ am not talking about the level
of fees, except 10 point out that the level of fees
is the same under the new system as it was under
the old system. No student has found it to be
voluntary when he can say, "I am a member of
the guild for the fees I pay” or “I am not a
member of the guild for the fees 1 pay.”

The Government insisls on restricting the
transmission of funds, because it does not want
fees 1o be transmitted to the AUS. The suggestion
of the Minister is not right. In fact, the Govern-
ment is very concerned about affiliation with the
AUS, and apparently it is prepared to pursue the
guilds to make sure that they do not send their

fecs to their student colleagues in Melbourne. This .

year we have a Western Australian student elected
as President of the AUS; I thought this election
of national prominence would give the Govern-
ment pleasuvre.

If the Government takes steps this year, next
year, or the following year to effect further
amendments to the student puilds legislation to
make sure that Western Australian student bodies
are not permitted to be affiliated with AUS,
then its hypocrisy in introducing the legislation
on the last occasion will be demonstrated very
clearly, That was why I gave the Minister a
chance to indicate whether amending legislation
was in the pipeline. [f the amending legislation
conmtes forward we will know quite clearly what
the Government is doing in this particular area.

Sitting suspended from 3.45 to 4.04 p.m.

[ASSEMBLY]|

Mr PEARCE: There are some matters relating
to unemployment I would like to raise by way
of concluding my initial contribution to ihis
session of Parliament. I have spoken already to
some degree of the problem of unemployment, but
1 should like to return to the theme that was
raised so often, mostly by way of interjection
from members opposite, during the course of
yesterday’s debate and earlier today, namely—
to use the words of the member for Murdoch—
“we cannot spend our way out of unemployment”.
It would seem to me that anyone coming into
this place who is involved in whatever way with
the governmental processes of this State ought
to have a belief that the Goverament can take
initiatives of a type that will solve the problems
of the community.

We find ourselves at present in the community
where unemployment is a big problem and a
large proportion of that unemployment is brought
about by cutbacks in government spending. I
have spoken many times about the plight of
unemployed teachers. I do not say their situation
is any worse than other unemployed people; it
is simply that I know a little bit about the subject
and it is an excellent example to use because
s0 much Governmént expenditure is involved in
getting these people to thie stage where they are
employable. We put them through 12 years of
primary and secondary education and (hree to
five years of tertiary cducation and then, when
they are ready to put their training into cffect,
we ask them to join the dole queue.

If we put so much money into educating people
to the level of teachers or, in fact, to any other
level of proficiency which requires an education
and a public investment, we want to see some
community return as a resuft of such massive
expenditure.

1 submit it is quite within the competence and,
indeed, within the financial resources of the Gov-
ernment completely to wipe out the problem of
teacher unemployment. However, it seems to me
a Government which opts out of the economic
system by cutting back on its own expenditure
is one of the biggest causes of vnemployment.

For cxample, when a Government saves money,
it does not sound good to hear it say, “We have
saved money. We have achieved a balanced
Budget by cutling back on capital expenditure.”
Such a statement is no recommendation of any
Government, because  cutbacks in expenditure
mean, for example, that the Government has not
built a technical school which was required in a
certain area, or it has deferred proposed exten-
sions to a hospital, or it has failed to build a

-much-needed nursing home,
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By the saving of $500000, $!1 million, or $2
mitlion, the Government is denying the State that
many millions of dollars worth of employment.
When we examine the cost structure of any public
project we find that most of it goes one way or
another in employment. If we break down build-
ing costs into labour and materials, it is clear that
labour is much the greater cost. Therefore, a lot
of the expenditure which goes towards public
buildings and Government projects of one kind
or another goes to provide employment for the
building industry.

Even when we consider the materials used in
constructing a building, we find they are mostly
processed materials.
roofing materials or metals are all processed by
other workers, so the cost of materials in a
building project is very significantly a labour cost,
Therefore, Government spending in capital areas
in fact provides employment.

Of course, the crunch has come in this country
in recent years as a result of this attitude of
Liberal Governments. As the Government has
withdrawn from these areas and cut back on
Government expenditure and said, “How respon-
sible we are in cutting expendilure and in en-
couraging the private indusiry to take up the
slack™—a - term we have heard so many times
before—we find that private industry is providing
bricks, tiles and other materials for public build-
ings which are not being built.

For example, one of the reasons we have
such a massive downturn in the building industry
at the moment is that private industry cannot
provide the jobs the Government hopes it will
provide because the Government is not providing
it with the opportunity to do so.

The Government tikes to think in terms of mas-
sive projects, but we have not seen much of
massive projects in recent years. I believe things
must be done in small areas, In recent weeks,
1 have had a number of interviews with people
involved in the building industry and 1 have
come 1o the conclusion the indusiry is in a very
bad way at the moment. That situation will
get progressively worse, where finance is tight
and where young people cannot obtain a loan to
build or buy their own homes, and where the
number of houses consiructed falls off or their
rate of progress diminishes. But as these things
happen, the building work force does not simply
go away. Buildings need to be built for these
people to be employed. If the Government cuts
back on its own capital programmes, we have
reason to be worried.

For example, the bricks, -

One of my principal areas of concern is that
the Governor’s Speech contained little reference
to the school building programme over the next
financial year. Apart from two or three technical
schools, there was no reference at all to the
construction of new schools. If the Government
cuis back on its school construction programme
it will create problems not only in education but
also in unemplovment around the State in a very
large number of ways. In fact, I hope there is
going to be a considerable expansion of public
building construction, including schools, in the
current financial year.

Sir Charles Court: But there has been, and
there is a very heavy expenditure on Government
buildings. Did you not read the Budget?

Mr PEARCE: Yes, I read the Budget papers
very well. I look forward to finding in the next
Budget papers that the money which has been
carried over for two years for capital expenditure
in education will finally appear in the figures.

We will see a verv substantial increase as that
money that has not been there before suddenly
finds its way into things other than answers to
questions from the Minister for Education. 1 am
not swggesting that in the current financial year
the Government has made a tremendous cutback
in the rate of school construction, bat I am con-
cerned that that may be the trend which is pro-
jected over this calendar year and into the next
financial year. If that is not to be the case I
shall be the first to welcome it.

I make one final point. In this economic
downturn and the tightening up on Government
expenditure, the areas which seem to suffer most
are those developing areas such as my electorate
of Gosnells cavers. We find there that the State,
Federal, and local governmental autharities are
not able 1o keep up with the provision of facilities
which are necessary such as roadworks, footpaths,
and all the other parish pump things which are
so important to the people who [ive in those
communities. There is alwavs a massive imbalance
against local government authorities in these
developing areas.

1 cover two such areas, the Shire of Armadale-
Kelmscott and the City of Gosnells. Both of
those are very rapidly developing areas but they
have no significantly greater access to funds than
local government authorities in much more estab-
lished and settled arcas. 1 feel that local govern-
ment, Federal, and State Governments should
make special allocations of money to local govern-
ment authorities—

Mr Rushion: Look at where the money goes
and you will find the people get an appreciable
increase an the central one per person.
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Mr PEARCE: But it is insufficient.
Mr Rushton: It is never sufficient.

Mr PEARCE: We share an area of sorts in
Armadale and the Minister could not pretend to
me that that area is as adequately covered as
it might be in the provision of footpaths, roads,
and lights, to take the simplest of things. Areas
in Gosnells are sadly lacking for sewerage and
will be for umpteen years until another Federal
Labor Government gets back to restore the sewer-
age programme.

Mr Spriggs: I think you will find that the older
local government areas suffer a lot worse with
regard to footpaths and roads because the de-
velopers have put them into the fast growing
areas.

Mr PEARCE: The developers provide certain
facilities at present, particularly with regard to
roads and sometimes sewerage, but not footpaths
in front of people’s houses. People may drive
along a council road to get to their houses but
then they have to go along dirt tracks and even
worse. People live in expensive new houses on
expensive and well-kerbed roads but actoally to
get to their 50 feet of road they have to drive
across dirt tracks, in one case past a school
where they take the chance of knocking down
a few children. It is not enough to say that
that is the responsibility of local government be-
cause the State Government and the Federal Gov-
ernment also have a large responsibility in this
area in lerms of the provision of funds and the
Minister has admitted that they do not provide
enough funds for local government in this State.

Mr Rushton: 1 am not suggesting that. 1 am
saying that local government can use all the funds
il can possibly get.

Mr PEARCE: If more funds are provided for
local government, not only facilities but also em-
ployment are provided; and that is my answer
1o the member for Murdoch who said that we
cannot spend our way oul of unemployment. By
the proper provision of jobs in this way the Gav-
ernment would provide not only employment but
also amenities and the savings on the expenditure
that now goes 10 the umemployed would be
tremendous.

Mr Rushton interjected.

Mr PEARCE: I can hardly go over the points
apain. T do not think the Minister was here
when 1 had my previous dialogue with the mem-
ber far Mundaring. If we subtract that massive
expenditure that now goes to the unemployed
and use it for providing employment, we would
be much better off.

[ASSEMBLY]

Mr Rushton: You are saying that people should
earn that money?

Mr PEARCE: 1 have not got the time to con-
tinue a lengthy dialogue with the Minister for
Local Government, but 1 give him some notice
that the themes 1 have raised in this, my open-
ing contribution to this session of Parliament, 1
shall certainly continue in some depth, and even
perhaps with the degree of research in which the
member for Mundaring scems to have indulged,
duoring the term of this current session.

Debate adjourned until a later stage of the
sitting, on motion by Sir Charles Court (Premier).

QUESTIONS
Questions were taken at this stage.

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION
Council! Personnel

Message from the Council received and read
notifying the personnel of sessional committees
elected by that House.

ADDRESS-IN-REFPLY: THIRD DAY
Motion

Debate resumed, from an earlier stage of the
sitting, on the following motion by Mr Mac-
Kinnon—

That the following Address-in-Reply 1o
His Excellency's Speech be agreed to—

May it please Your Excellency: We
the Legislative  Assembly of the
Parliament of the State of Western
Australia in Parliament assembled, beg
to express loyalty to our Most Gracious
Sovereign, and to thank Your Excellency
for the Speech you have been pleased to
address to Parliament.

MR YOUNG (Scarborough) [5.00 p.m.]: Mr
Speaker, at the outset of my remarks T want to
say T support the motion for the adoption of the
Address-in-Reply to His Excellency the Governor,
and in doing so I pay my personal tribute and
congratulations to His Excellency, Sir Wallace
Kyle, and Lady Kyle, who since their appoint-
ment have shown themselves to be people of
extremely high calibre for this important office.
They have brought dignity and bearing to the
office and have demonstrated by their manner
that they can “walk with kings and yet not lose
the common touch”. It is hoped this son of
Western Australia and his delightful wife will
grace the office for many years to come.
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I wish to speak on two subjects, one of which
directly concerns only a few thousand people
but indirectly concerns many thousands of people
in Western Australia, while the other is of a
national nature and has a direct bearing on the
lives of millions of people.

The first subject is the Kimberley by-¢lection
on the 17th December, 1977. The events leading
up to that by-election need no elaboration. They
are over and done with and have become part of
the electoral history of this State. The by-election
itself is now also part of our electoral history,
and nothing more need be said about it, except
to draw some conclusions from our experience in

it and to congratulate the Minister for Health
" on his re-election.

Following the decision of the Court of Disputed
Returns and some conversations I had with some
so-called experts on Aboriginal affairs during the
course of the debate on the Electoral Act Amend-
ment Bill which was before the House last year,
I recalled a conversation I had had with a very
eminent medico in this community whose contribu-
tion to military medicine in World War II was
considerable. He related to me his experience
when, as a young medical officer, he first went
into the feld. He asked his senior medical
officer what he should do and how he would cope
with an attack situation in which there were
many casualties. His senior medical officer said
to him, “The best thing you can do is go out
and have a look”. Obviously, if he had a look
for himself some of the answers would become
apparent and he would be into the job before
he had time to wonder what he would do.

After all the tumult and the shouting had died,
[ had an approach from the Minister for Health
to assist him in the Kimberley by-election. 1
decided T would do exactly what that young
medical officer was told to do, and go out and
“have a look” for myself, because some of the
statements made during the course of debate on
the Bill and the decision of the Court of Disputed
Returns left me wondering what the Kimberley
was like and what was going on up there.

I went to the Kimberley with a three-fold
aim: firstly, to ensure the Minister was re-elected;
secondly, to have a look at the situation and
assess it myself; and thirdly, if it were humanly
possible and I had anything to do with it, to
ensure there would be no Court of Disputed
Returns following the by-clection on the 17th
December.

In regard to the [latter aspect, [ want to pay
tribute and offer my congratulations to the
returning officer (Ross Monger), who T think
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every candidate and both major parties would
agree did an exceptionally fine job under very
difficult circumstances; and also to the Chief
Electoral Officer (Eric Foreman), who devoted
all his time in the weeks before the by-election
to ensuring things ran smoothly, and all the
presiding officers who participated in that by-elec-
tion. Of those, I want to single out one: Ross
Camp, the presiding officer at Derby, who had an
enlightened approach to the way the poll should
be conducted, as I think would be accepted with-
out argument by both major parties.

Mr Jamieson: He was extremely well versed.
He had been a returning officer for some years.
He is an exceptional man.

Mr YOUNG: The member for Welshpool is
quite right. He is an outstanding man and had had
considerable experience before he took on that
position,

The first impression I gained of the Kimberley,
never having been there before, was the para-
doxical situation of acceptance and genuine co-
operation which existed between the Europeans
and the Aborigines, on one hand, where each
was considered in the other’s eyes to be making
his contribution to the Kimberley way of life,
as opposed to the suspicion and antipathy which
seemed to exist between both races where the
Aboriginal found himself in the state of a mendi-
cant—that is, neither part of the European com-
munity into which he had drifted nor part of
his eriginal tribal surroundings. Other impres-
sions were gained later which tended to complicate
the issue for somebody who was inexperienced
in the ways of the Kimberley and the nature of
the district.

Among those impressions was the manner in
which the missions I visited were conducted—
Kalumburu, Beagle Bay, and Lombardina, to
name a few. I am not singling out the Catholic
missions for any particular reason; it just happens
they were the only ones 1 had the opportunity
to visit. The people running those missions had
instilled into the Aborigines a sense of purpose
and belonging which was in direct contrast to
the lack of purpose of some-—and I stress “some™
—town Aborigines who found themselves in the
cleft stick to which I previously referred.

A comparison of the Aborigines in the two
sets of circumstances left me with the impression
that in the couple of centuries we have been
dealing with the Aborigines, during which we have
tried everything from poisoning and shooting them
to letting them drown in alcohol, we have com-
pletely failed to make a single mark on what
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could develop into a real problem as the years
go by. We as a community do not seem to have
made any steps forward, and the Aborigines
themselves do not seem to have made any steps
forward. Therefore, at this stage each side could
be considered to be still kneeling at the starting
blocks waiting for someone to fire the starting
pistol.

1 say here and now that [ am not experienced
enough to offer any solutions, but I can say that
neither the cause nor the solution lies in the
expenditure of money. 1 do not believe the
situation of the Aboriginal is caused by an excess
of money, although many people in the com-
munity think it is—and I hope they will under-
stand me when I say that.

Locking at the matter in purely economic terms,
the only person who can receive an unfair share
of the nation's wealth is the noncontributing con-
sumer of the nation's productivity. Aboriginal
families receive hundreds of millions of dollars a
year, which unfortunately is often spent directly
across the bar of a hotel; very little nutritious food
is purchased with it. Much of that money passes
back to the Commonwealth Government within a
matter of weeks in excise and in wages, transport
costs, sales tax, and the income tax of the people
who serve them. So the actual consumption of the
productivity of the country by the Aboriginal is
not great, although in the eyes of some people
he seems te be spending an undue proportion
compared with what he contributes. Although
it appears on the surface 10 be a problem,
it is not the major problem.

Nor is it the solution—as some people in the
Department of Aboriginal Affairs and the Depart-
ment for Community Welfare seem to think—to
spend endless amounts of money on the basis that
if enough money is thrown at them they will learn
to spend it properly. Neither the cause nor the
solution seems to me to lie in the expenditure of
money.

I do not know the answers but I do not think
I am alone in that. To make any steps forward
in the way of life of the Aborigines, and therefore
their compatibility with the European community
where they desire to be brought into the European
community, it is obvious to me that it is necessary
to embark upon a proper and meaningful course
of training, inculcating into the Aborigines a sense
of responsibility, born out of experience, through
being under the control of people who know what
they are doing, teaching them how to handle
money and how to make their own lives through
trade training, and providing the kind of assistance
which witl give them a sense of purpose.

[ASSEMBLY]

If they do not want to do that, there is the
crunch. This is where certain people leave it
and do not go any further. If the Aboriginal
leaders can get their people to accept that they
must live in either their world or ours, they must
be given the opportunity, under proper medical
care conditions, to remain on their own tribal
lands under circumstances in which they will be
largely unfettered by us in their way of life or
become part of our way of life.

Many people claim that the Aborigines want
both sides of the coin and that they must opt for

one side or the other,

Early in his career as Minister, 1 thought I
detected in the remarks of the Federal Minister
for Aboriginal Affairs (Mr Viner) that his aim
was towards the situation where the Aborigines
would be given that choice; that they would
te given that opportunity, and they would oot
be left in the situation where they wanted the
best of both worlds and got the worst.

I have already said I do not know the answers.
I do know the incorrect answer as far as the
Kimberley is concerned is the use of Aborigines as
political footballs, cannon fodder, or however one
wishes to refer to it.

There ate two major culture groups in the
Kimberley, and each group has its own right
io occupy the tapd as it wishes to do. The
Aborigines who have occupied this land for
thousands of years, and the European people who
went up there to carve their life out of the
Kimberley are both entitled to stay there.

It is difficult for an Aboriginal to understand
our political situation, the laws under which we
live, and the ways in which we make them. The
two groups do not have much affinity in political
matters.

As far as the Evropean community is con-
cerned, 1 suppose the individuals within that
community are much the same as in any other
community in our State. Certainly not all these
people will understand our ways and our laws,
but they have a much greater chance of under-
standing them than do the Aborigines because
they are part of the European culture. -

The member for Kimberley—the Minister
for Health—has had personal contact and ties
with many people in the community for nfany
years, When 1 visited the area, the Minister and
1 assessed the silvation. We did not want
what had happened in the past to continue—this
concept of the Abariginal people as a political
football.
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As far as we could during the course of that
campaign, we treated every voter as a potential
Liberal voter. It was for this reason that we
were tremendously pleased to hear of the plan
to educate the Aborigines in voting procedures.
This crash programme was the idea of the De-
partment of Aboriginal Affairs and it was put into
practice by the Education Department of Wesiern
Australia through the Aboriginal Adult Educa-
tion Service. We believe that more benefit came
from that education programme than anyone not
connected with the campaign would ever know.
Tt was said so often publicly—and stressed equally
by some members of this Chamber and in another
place—that the majority of the Aborigines were
not capable of casting a vote without the assist-
ance of a presiding officer or without simply
handing over a how-to-vole card.

I congratulate most of the officers who took
part in that programme. It seems now that the
paternalism of the opponents of one particular
section of the electoral legislation can now be
seen in its true light.

If we accept that—firstly, there were no protests
of any significance about the way in which the poll
was conducted on the polling day, secondly there
was recognition of the faimess of the poll by both
major party candidates—Mr Bridge and Mr Ridge
—and certainly by both parties, and thirdly, there
appear to be no subsequent serious protests in
regard to the poll—we ¢an look at some of the
figurés that came out of the Kimberley by-election,
and draw some conclusions. 1 know that my con-
clusions might not be the same as those of mem-
bers of the Opposition and people close to them,
but that does not concern me very much.

1 would like members to look at the number of
informal votes cast at the Kimberley by-election
compared with the number of informal votes cast
in February, 1977, and in March, 1974. In
February, 1977, 297 informal votes were cast at
the booths in this electorate. In December, 1977,
121 informa) votes were cast, and if we adjust that
figure in accordance with the percentage of votes
recorded in February, 1977, it would be in the
vicinity of 144 votes. In March, 1974, 157 in-
formal votes were cast at the boaths. There could
possibly be some validity in the claim that the
large number of informal votes at the February,
1977 election was caused by the -harassment of
Liberal Party scrutineers.

Mr Pearce: Largely by the harassment of
Liberal Party scrutineers.

Mr YOUNG: 1 thought ¥ should put that point
of view,

Mr Pearce: I put it more gcneroug]y than you
did. ‘
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Mr YOUNG: On the evidence given before a
judge, it might be proper to say that certain
actions could be construed as harassment. Some
Liberal Party scrutineers admitted something of
this nature. However, we must accept also that
many other things happened in the weeks leading
up to that election which were designed specifically
to assist the Labor Party candidate. I was not
there at the time, but I discussed the matter with
many people. To be honest most of these people
were from my side of the political fence, but
certain other people-—-one in particular who told
me we would never get a vote out of him—said
that certainly the Aborigines were confused and
I believe this state of confusion led to the high
incidence of informal votes in February, 1977.

On the other hand, in December, 1977, under
circumstances where the presiding officers, of
whom both sides of the major political fence said
did such a good job, and ‘did it intelligently and
well, the informal vote was smalil. In the main the
Aborigines were left alone to do their own thing
an the polling place, as is anyone else in the com-
munity. I think it was the presiding officer at
Derby (Mr Camp) who made the recommendation
to the Chief Electoral Officer that the way in
which a presiding officer ought to determine a
person’s ability to vote without assistance is to’
observe his actions in the booth.

This was also the advice given by the judge
presiding over the Court of Disputed Returns.
Camp said that a person should be permitted to
enter a polling booth unmolested to see whether
he could cast a valid vote without assistance. T can
draw only upon my own experiences in this matter,
I spent the first four hours after the booths opened
at the Broome courthouse. T kept a note of what
occurred during that period. Although I did a later
stint in the courthouse, I did not keep a record
at that time. During my early four hours at the
courthouse, I know that more than 100 people
merely proffered how-to-vote cards without any
other instruction to the presiding officer.

Subsequently only 11 people were assisted.
Intially they were all told to go to the polling
booth with the how-to-vote card of their choice
and to mark their ballot papers. They all did that
except for 11 who were clearly seen by the pre-
siding officer o be incapable of marking their
ballot papers—that was his opinion—and they
were assisted. Their how-to-vote cards were used
as instructions for their assistance.

That means that of over 100 people who
merely proffered a how-to-vote card, 11 were
Jater assisted to vote. So of 89 people who initi-
ally simply proffered the how-to-vote card, possibly
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under instruction or possibly because they were
confused, a1 the most only 17 found it not possible
validly to mark their ballot papers, because only
17 informal votes were cast at that booth on that
day.

Therefore, it seems to me that if an Abori-
ginal or any other person is left alone to do
his own thing and is given all the assistance to
which he is entitled only after he has made a
genuine and honest attempt to mark his ballot
paper, then in the main he will come through.

Mr Jamieson: You didn't happen to be a
scrutineer at Mt. House, did you?

Mr YOUNG: No, I did not.

Mr Hodge: How did the presiding officer know
that the person in the booth was formally mark-
ing his paper?

Mr YOUNG: T drew my assumptions from the
fact that only 17 informal votes were counted
at that booth, out of a total of 627 votes.

Mr Hodge: But the presiding officer wouldn't
know that until the end of the day.

Mr YOUNG: They have the opportunity to
ask a presiding officer to give them the required
assistance. They made it clear thatl they were not
marking their ballot paper by peering around the
edge of the booth. T think there is no question
of the fact that they were all aware of their
rights in that regard, and those who required as-
sistance made it clear.

However, the point I am trying to make is
that, left alone, the majority of those who simply
proffered a how-to-vole card were able to cast
a valid vote.

Mr Jamieson: It is a pity you were at Broome.
That was the one place where there was no prob-
lem on the previous occasion, either. Broome,
of course, is the one place where most of the
coloured people would have an elementary edu-
cation.

Mr YOUNG: Overall there were few in-
formal votes. 1 admit I am making presumptions,
but 1 think they are made on rcasonable auth-
ority.

1 want to complete my remarks on the situa-
tion in the Kimberley by saying I would hope
that the judicial inquiry to which the Premier
has referred will have close regard to the figures
that came out of the December by-election and
the reports which will no doubt be made by the
officers connected with that election.

Mr Jamieson: I hope the Government will keep
up the education programme.

[ASSEMBLY]

Mr YOUNG: I would hope so, (oo,
Mr O'Neil: It is believed to have been effective.

Mr Jamieson: It was effective. T have discussed
this with people up there.

Mr YOUNG: When he was in Opposition the
Minister for Health at one stage described the
Kimberley as a powder keg with a slow-burning
fuse, and judging from some of the places 1
visited when I was up there during the by-election
there is no question about the fact that certain
elements in the community were determined to
make that fuse as short as possible. I refer to
the lack of community spirit that prevailed in
Halls Creek and in partizutar Kununurra.

The situat.on in the Kimberley—and [ have
mentioned his to others, and I will say it now
on the floor of this House—is not being assisted at
all by certain of our State civil servants and by
certain civil servants in the Department of Ab-
original Affairs and other Commonwealth de-
partments, I am not .prepared to name the
individual officers concerned, but I can do so if
necessary, and [ would be happy to do so to the
right people in the right circumstances.

I refer in particular to servants of the Depart-
ment for Community Welfare, the Community
Heatth Services, the Public Health Department and
the Education Department. Some of those civil
servants—and [ stress the word “some”—have yet
to Jearn that Aboriginals and the rest of the com-
munity with the utmost goodwill already have
enough trouble trying to solve the problem of
educating the Aboriginal and taking him from
under a tree, from out of a bough shed or lean-
to, or from out of the bar where appropriate,
and into some form of decent accommeodation
within the society in which he has apparently
chosen to live. Enough trouble is experienced
already without the “assistance” of the people to
whom T have referred.

I do not think the situation will be assisted
whatsoever by a pseudo black power cult such as
that which appears to be springing up in the Kunu-
nurra area in particular; nor do we need the
manipulation of a whole race of people in or
about that area for the paolitical aggrandisement
of a few.

When that lesson is learnt the Kimberley will
be a better place to live in for black and white
people alike. )

The second matter I wish to discuss—and I
regret I have not as much time as I hoped I
would have—is a matter of concern to all mem-
bers of this House but in particilar to members
opposite. I refer to statements made and events
that have occurred in the last few days in respect
of the Palestine Liberation Organisation. We have
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in this Chamber the member for Fremantle, who
publicly supported the Palestine Liberation Or-
ganisation in a letter to the Daily News, on the
1st March, 1978.

This followed a statement he made in respect
of the visit by one Nabil Kaddoumi of Sydney,
who came here apparently at his request.
He has not disclaimed the fact that he organised
a forum at the Fremantle Town Hall on the
12th March. While that little exercise in “de-
mocracy” was going on, on the very same day,
the Palestine Liberation Organistion struck in
Tel Aviv and killed 34 people, including the
slaughter of passing men, women, and children.

Mr Jamieson; It happens in Ireland, too.

Mr YOUNG: The letter wriltten to the Daily
News by the member for Fremantle was in
support of the PLO, and I will go through his
letter in as much detail as T can in a moment.

[n the meantime [ want to say there is abso-
lutely no sense in any attempt to separate the
terrorist activities of the PLO from its political
activities. The terrorist activities of that organi-
salion cannot be separated from its political
activities for reasons [ will give in a moment.
Its political aim is to destroy the State of
Israel. It is basically and primarily a terrorist
organisation.

Hitler had the Gestapo, and the Arab States
have the PLO. The PLO is not an elected body.
It was set up at the insistence of Egypt by the
Arab Summit Conference of 1964. It is the
terrorist arm of the political bodies in the Middle
East. It is the roof-organisation of the Palestinian
fidayun organisations, whose central activity and
aim is the destruction of Israel,

That the PLQ is a terrorist organisation is
evidenced by the fact that of its executive com-
mittee of 14 members, seven are drawn from
terrorist organisations, as follows—

Two from Fatah.

One from Sa'iga, a terrorist organisation
founded to serve Syrian interests.

One from the Arab Liberation Front.

One from the Popular Front for the Libera-
tion of Palestine, which is connected
mainly with Iraq and Libya.

One from the Popular Democratic Front for
the Liberation of Palestine, an extreme
organisation mostly connected with [raq,
South Yemen, and Syria.

QOne from the Popular Front for the
Liberation of Palestine—General Com-
mand, an organisation linked with Libya
and [raq.
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Then there are seven independent members linked
with one or other organisation. Three of the
seven are members of the National Palestinian
Front, which is linked with Fatah.

Mr T. 1. Burke: Is that list current?

Mr YOUNG: No, but ta the best of my know-
ledge the situation has not changed.

Mr T. ). Burke: It was made out in 1964,
was it not?

Mr YOUNG: No, this is as late as 1975, and
I understand it has not changed.

I turn now o the letter written (o the
Daily News by the member for Fremantle which
concluded with the words—

1 support the PLO.

I would love to quote the entire letter, but 1 am
afraid I do not have sufficient time; it really

should be written into the history of this
Parliament. His letter stated—
The Palestinian people were brutally

expelled from their homeland in 1948.
However, most Palestinians still live within the
bounds of the territory which was under the
British mandate—either according to the broad
definition of 1920 or the narrower one of 1947,

Dr Troy: And the vast majority recognises
the PLO as their legitimate organisation.

Mr YOUNG: Do they? Did they have a say
in ils establishment? When did the PLO ever have

an election? In fact, only a minority of
Palestinians actually live in refugee camps.
Approximately three million Palestinians

presently live outside Israel, while some 500 000
live in Israel. Some 500 000 of the three million
live in camps.

The member for Fremantle made the following
statement in his letter—

Since 1948 they have lived in abject poverty
in camps scattered throughout the Middle
East. The camps have been bombed and
shelled and the inhabitants subjected to every
conceivable terror.

Dr Troy: Which happens te be true.

Mr YOUNG: It may be true, but it is simply
a reprisal for the sort of terrorism and murder
carried out by the PLO and which will probably
continue as long as we have supporters of mur-
derers writing letters like this to the newspapers.
The following is an extract from the report of
the UN Secretary-General on the 16th August,

1967, to the General Assembly—

. it is quite m'isleading to assume that
because the camps remained and, in fact,
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grew in size and because the refugees con-
tinued to live in them, no progress was made
towards the economic rehabilitation of the
camp inhabitants ... Some of the refugee
camps, indeed, had developed into thriving
communities . . .

The annual report of the Director of Health for

1962-63 describes the situation as follows—
Urbanjzation is most marked in the several
camps which were originally sited adjacent
to towns and which now, by a process of
encroachment in the growth and expansion of
the towns, have, for all practical purposes,
become parts of thase towns. The appearance
of peripheral squatters eager for urban facili-
ties inevitably hastens the process.
In addition, in those great camps which are
becoming towns in their own right, the pro-
cess of urbanization is going on.

The next statement made in the letter written by

the member for Fremantle was as follows—

Thirteen years ago after 17 years of suffer-
ing the worst kind of barbarism, the Palestine
Liberation Organisation was born.

He used the word “born" because it was not
elected but simply sprang up in 1964 from the
League of Arab States, at the instance of Egypt.
At the Arab summit conference in Algiers in
December, 1973, the PLO became the sole body
representing the Palestinjans. The Palestinians
themselves, including the refugees, had no say
in the matter; the Arab States simply said that
that was the way it was going to be.

The Arab States now say they should be able
to determine their own future. However, they
have created their own Frankenstein monster.

Mr Jamieson: Does not the PLO have observer
status at the UN?

Mr YOUNG: Yes, it does.
Fremantle continued—

The PLO demand is for a free and secular
state where Christian, Jew and Muslim,
whether Oriental or European, are treated as
equal.

That is one of the great misnomers, of course.
The plain fact of the matter is that up til} 1967
the aims of the PLO were very clear, and in fact
were stated worldwide. I possible, they were
going to destroy Israel and everyone in it.
After the six-day war, of course, it was appar-
ent they had lost face throughout the world and
they decided to adopt a new stance. They pro-
duced this slogan, which was parroted by the
member for Fremantle in his letter, “The PLO
demand is for a free and secular State”. How-
ever, the fact is that the slogan was fabricated

The member for
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solely for external consumption, as was stated
clearly in a discussion of the matter by repre-
sentatives of the PLO and of the five main organi-
sations within it, in Beirut in March, 1970,
Details of the discussion were published on the
8th and 15th March, in the Lebanese newspaper
Al-Apwar. The full text is available from the
information division of the Ministry for Foreign
Affairs or from any Israeli consulate.

Again, the fact is that the dispute is not a
problem of religious conflict between the Arabs
and the Jews; it is a matter of national identity.
The PLO is unwilling to recognise that the Jews
have their own language, culture, and history and
their own place in the world, and that they are
determined to keep hold of it.

The member for Fremantle went on in his
letter with other tired old comments we have
grown used to hearing. He referred to “Zionists,
Falangists and imperialists”. The only thing
he left out was the “running dogs of American
imperialist capitalists™ If he had mentioned
them, he would have confused his Maoism with
his Marxist-Leninism, and probably would have
been shot at by somebody; certainly, it would not
have been by a member of the Australian Labor
Party.

This business about “Zionists, Falangists and
imperialists” is a strange one. I would like to
know whether the PLO are always careful to
murder and butcher only those sorts of people.
When they were about to murder women and
children travelling in a bus on the highway, did
they stop and ask, “Are you a Zionist, Falangist
or imperialist?™ When they were about to kill
the 22 children at Maalot, did they line them up
and ask about their political beliefs? What non-
sense!

The member for Fremantle went on to say—
The Middle East is an area in the world
where the fabulous wealth of the few is in
sharp contrast to the abject poverty of the
mass. The Palestine Liberation Organisation
has demonstrated to the dispossessed and
starving that jt is possible to organise and to
win a better way of life. Not surprisingly
the wealthy few fear what the PLO slands
for—redistribution of the wealth.
However, he did not mention oil. He did not
mention the fact that the Arab Governmente
today are immensely rich as a result of oil, or
that the Jews in that part of the world have no
oil. He did not mention that the foreign cur-
rency reserves amassed by the Arab oil producers
amounted to over $50 billion during 1974 and
now possibly are more than $100 billion. Only 2
few per cent of that sum would suffice to soclve
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the refugee problem, if the Arab States which
set up the murderous PLO were prepared to part
with it.

Let us have a look at the organisation the
member for Fremantle supports. I am in pos-
session of a document which I am proud to
admit comes from the Israel Information Library,
and I seek permission to have the tables incor-
porated in Hansard. The seven or eight pages
of tables set out the 61 instances of terrorism
since 1974, the outcome of the act, the perpetra-
tors and their treatment. I note that as at
1975, only three of the 204 terrorists apprehended
were still in prison. That is an amazing fact;
of 204 PLO terrorists and terrorists from other
organisations, only three remained in prison as
at 1975.

Dr Troy: Does it include—

Mr YOUNG: T will tell the honourable mem-
ber what is not on the list.

The SPEAKER: Order! The Standing Orders
make provision for a member to ask leave of the
House 1o incorporate material. I suggest the
member for Scarborough requests leave of the
House at the conclusion of his remarks.

Mr YOUNG: Thank you, Mr Speaker. For the
benefit of the member for Fremantle, I will tell the
House what is not on the list. It does not con-
tain the 1974 massacre at Maalot of 22 children
and six adults, with 88 wounded; it does not in-
clude the 1975 attack on a hotel in Tel Aviv
resulting in the deaths of eight civilians and three
soldiers; nor does it include the 1976 incident at
Entebbe, where one old lady was taken away by
a friend of the PLO, a fellow named Idi Amin,
and shot at his request. The incident on the 12th
March, only a few days ago, is not in there either.

Dr Troy: March the 13th,

Mr YOUNG: All right, the 13th. There were
34 dead and 82 injured. I have already told the
member for Fremantle that what followed on the
13th and 14th will follow every time an act of
murder is committed, and everybody in the Middle
East knows it.

The raid on the 12th March, 1978, was described
by Al-Fatah as “our answer to Israeli arrogance”
and in a statement the PLO made it quite clear
that one¢ of the chief aims of the operation was
to torpedo Egypt's solo peace inijtiative towards
Israel. That is the organisation which the member
for Fremantle supports and is obviously quite
happy to do so. He might look on the Israelis
as being Zionist Falangist imperialists, and no
doubt the Arab terrorists pick out the kids who
are Zionist Falangist imperialists before they shoot
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them! No doubt they also pick out the trade
union members because in the latest incident
a party of bus drivers on a holiday organised
by their trade union were shot.

No matter what the member for Fremantle
considers, and no matter what the PLO considers,
there is no question that Israel will not be pushed
into the sea by the butchers of the PLO and the
people who support them. The State of Israel
will not be driven into the sea because it does
not bring up its Kkids with the knowledge that
whenever they walk into a school room they could
be murdered and may not go home, whether
they be shot by the terrorists or in an attack
to kill terrorists, for them to give in to people
such as the PLO. Israelis have grown up for
thousands of years Kknowing that they
cannot give in to that sort of thing. If the
member for Fremantle can justify his argument
on the basis that retaliatory raids kill thousands
or hundreds, then 1 am sorry for him.

It has been made clear throughout the entire
Middle East that every time an act of terrorism
is committed there will be reprisal raids. No
matter what the Government of Israel says the
raids are for-—defensive or otherwise—they will
be described as retaliatory raids; and there is no
question that that js what they are. Every ter-
rorist who comes out of southern Lebanon to
murder a couple of school kids or bus drivers
knows that he will not go back; and every time
a terrorist leaves one of these so-called refugee
camps, with the support of many and also the
hatred of many in those refugee camps, everyone
knows that if he kills men, women, and children,
he will not come back and those people he has
left are in serious trouble and under the threat
of death. That is the way it is in the Middle East
and that is not the choosing of Israel, no matier
what the member for Fremantle says.

In view of the nature and seriousness of this
matter, and by virtue of the fact that the member
for Fremantle has transgressed every ethic that
the ALP must surely have and has afso brought
dishonour on the standing of members of
Parliament, it is my opinion that although he
stood for election as a member of the Australian
Labor Party he is quite clearly following
Marxist, Lerinist, and comntwunist lines with
regard to the Middle East and he ought to
resign.

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Scarborough has requested that certain tables be
incorporated in Hansard. It will be necessary for
leave of the House to be granted for that to occur.
Is leave granted? Leave is granted.
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Dare

Act

QCutcome

Perpetrators

. . . and their treatment

INCIDENT No. 1
23 July 1968

INCIDENT No. 2
26 December 1968

INCIDENT No. 3
18 February 1969

INCIDENT No. 4
22 May 1969

INCIDENT No. 5
23 August 1969

INCIDENT No. 6
29 August 1969

INCIDENT No. 7
8 September 1969

INCIDENT No. 8
8§ September 1969

INCIDENT No. 9
27 November 196%

INCIDENT No. 10
5 December 1969
INCIDENT No. 11

21 December 1969

INCIDENT No. 12
10 February 1970

INCIDENT No. 13
17 February 1970

INCIDENT No. 14
22 July 1970

INCIDENT No. 15
6 September 1970

El Al plane hijacked on
flight from Rome to
Lod,

El Al plane attacked at
Athens airport.

Ef Al ptane attacked at

Plane forced to land at
Algiers. 21 Israclis and
11 crew membera de-
tained for 5 weeks.

1 Israeli passenger killed;
1 stewardess wounded.

Co-pilo killed; pilot

Zurich sirport. wounded.
Attempt to Forestalied
David Ben-Gution in

Copenhagen.

Attack on the Israel Abortive,

Commercial Fair at
Lemir.

TWA plane hijacked
from Los Angeles,
forced to land at
Damascus, where it was
sabotaged.

Hand-grenade attack on
El Al office in Brussels.

Hand-grenade attack on
Israel Embassy, The
Hague.

Hand-grenade attack on
El Al office in Athens,

Auack planned on plane
at London airpart.

Attempt to hijack a
TWA plane in Athens.

Attack on airport bus
headed for EL Al plane
at Munich airport.

Plan to hijack an El Al
planc at Munich airport.

Olympic Airlines plane
hijacked from Beirut to
Athens.

Aucm?t to hijack El Al
plane from Amsterdam
10 New York,

6 Isracli passengers
detained, 2 of whem
held unii] 5 December
1969,

Damage to building.

No damage,

1 Greek child killed:
1] persons wounded,

Forestalled.

Abortive.

L Israeli passenger
killed; 8 others
wounded.

Abortive.

Greek authoritics freed
T convicted Arab
terrorists (see Incidents
2,9 and ).

Abortive, but 1 El Al
steward wounded. Of
the hijackers, 1 killed,
and Leila Khaled
wounded.

2 Palestinians, 1 Syrian,
Apprehended by
Algerian authorities.

2 Palestinians. Sentenced
to 17 and 14 years
imprisonment
respectively.

4 Palestinians. 1 killed
and 3 (2 men and a
woman) arrested.
Woman freed quickly;
the two men sentenced to
12 years imprisonment
with hard labour,

2 Arabs (a man and a
woman) and § Swede
arresied.

2 Jordanians. Both
injured by the bomb
used in the attack.

1 died from injuries;
1 arrested.

2 Palestinians.

3 Arabs, amoeng them

2 boys, | of them 13
years old. Both recruited
by Al-Faiah.

1 Arab boy.

2 Arabs. Sentenced to
17 to 14 years
imprisonment
respectively.

4 terrorists arrested.

3 Lebanese arrested.

2 Jordanians,
1 Egyptian.

1 Jordanian and 2 Traqis
arresled aboard
Yugoaslav plane during
stop-over at Munich
airport.

6 members of Palestine
Popular Sitruggle Front.

2 members of Popular
Front for the Liberation
of Palestine (PFLP).

Freed quickly.

Freed after the Olympic
Airways hijacking in
July 15970 (see Incident
No. 14).

1 woman freed quickly.

2 men freed after the
Zerga affair in September
}2;’ (see Incident No.

Freed after 3 weeks on
the grounds that “intent
to kill” was not sufficient
reason for charging them.

Unknown,
Released,

2 escaped; | boy arrested
and handed aver to the
Libyan Embassy.

Handed aver to Libyan
Embassy,

Freed after the Olympic
Airways hijacking in
July 1970 (see Incident
No. 14).

Unknown.

Freed after the Olympic
Airways hijacking in
July 1970 (see Incident
No. 16).

Freed after the Zerga
affaic in September 1970
(see [ncident No. 16).

Released after the Zerqa
?g)air {see Incident No.

Flew aboard hijacked
plane to Cairo, where
President Nasser
congratilated them.

Leila Khaled freed afler
the Zerqa affair (see
Incident Na. 16).
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Date Act Qutcome Perpetrators . and their trealment
INCIDENT No. 16 -
6 September 1970 3 planes (Pan-Am, TWA | All three planes were Members of PELP. Nane brought to justice.

INCIDENT No. 17
8 September 1970

INCIDENT No. 18
9 September 1970

INCIDENT No. 19
29 December 1970

INCIDENT No. 20
19 April 1971

INCIDENT No. 21
16 September 1971

INCIDENT No. 22
28 November 197)

INCIDENT No. 23
& February 1972

INCIDENT No. 24
|9 Februacy 1972

INCIDENT No. 25
22 February 1972

[NCIDENT No. 26
8 May 1972

INCIDENT No. 27
28 May 1972

INCIDENT No. 18
30 May 1972

and Swissair), with a
total of 400 passengers,
hijacked on flights to
New York from
Amsterdam, Frankfurt
and Zurich respectively.
The TWA and Swissair
planes forced 1o land at
Zerqga in Jordan, f
Pan-Am plane at'Cairo.

Attacks planned on
Israeli targets in Greece.

BOAC plane hijacked on
Aight from Bombay to
Rome, and forced 1o
land at Zerqa in Jordan.

Attacks planned on
targets in West Germany
and Swilzerland.

§ persons planning
ui1acks on iargeis m
Israel, arrested on arrival
al Lod airport.

Attempt to hijack an
Alia plane {(Jordanian)
in Beirut.

Prime Minister ol
Jordan, Wash Tal,
attacked in Cairo.

Attack on 2 natural gas
processing plants near
Rotterdam.

Attermnpt 1o hijack an
Alia planc (Jordanian)
in Cairo.

Lufthansa plane on
flight from India to West
Germany hijacked 10
Aden.

Sabena plane hijacked on
'flight from Brussels and
forced to land at Lod.

Lebanese woman in
possession of arms
apprehended in Rome.
Plans unknown,

3 Japanese lerrorists
machine-gunned
pilgrims and other
passengers al Lod
airport.

blown up. Arab
terrorists imprisoned in
Britain, West Germany,
Switzeriand and Greece
set free (see Incidents Nos,
3,12, 15 and 17).

Forestalled.

Plane blown up.

Farestalled.

Forestalled.

Abariive.

Wasfi Tal murdered.

Plants blown up.

Abortive.

Passengers freed quickly,
but West Germany paid
$5 m ransom for crew
and plane.

Plane and passengers
released by israeh
authorities.

Forestalied.

27 persons killed. 80
wounded. Most of the
viglims were Puerto
Rican pilgrims.

2 Arabs arrested in
Greece.

Membees of PFLP,

2 errorists arrested.

| German-born woman,
2 Moroccan-born sisters
and an elderly French
couple semt by PFLP.

I Palestinian arrested.
4 Palestinian terrorisis

(2 men and 2 women).

2 Palestinians,
1 Jordanian, | Belgian,
| Algerian and
1 Frenchman.

1 Arab arrested.

5 Paiestinians.
4 Palestinian terrorists
{2 men and 2 women).

| Lebanese woman,

J lapanese dispatched by
PFLP.

Freed in context of
Zerqa affair (see [ncidents
Nos. 16 and 18}

Nane broyght to justice
{see [nciden No. 16).

Unknown,

All sentenced 1o varying
lengths of imprisonment.
French couple and one of
the Moroccan sisters
subsequenily reprieved on
rounds of health. Last
9r_;:frieved December

Unknown.
Freed in January 1973,

Al escaped. But in
March 1974 Belgian
caught and sentenced in
April to 3 years
imprisonment (30 momhs
suspended),

Unknown.

Not brought to justice.

2 men killed by security
guards at Lod airport.
The 2 wornen are serving
life sentences.

Freed and expelled to
Beirut.

2 Japanese killed by
security guards at Lod
airport. | serving life
sentence in [srael,

(L]
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Date

Act

Outcome

Perpetrators

. . . and their treatment

INCIDENT No, 2%
16 August 1972

INCIDENT No. 30
S September 1972

INCIDENT No. 31
23 October 1972

INCIDENT Na. 32
29 October 1972

INCIDENT No. 33
24 December 1972

INCIDENT No. 34
9 January 1973

INCIDENT No. 35
19 January 1973

INCIDENT No. 36
26 January 1973

INCIDENT No. 37
[ March 1973

INCIDENT No. 38
14 March 1973

INCIDENT No. 39
4 April 1973
INCIDENT No. 40

9 April 1973

INCIDENT No. 41
27 April 1973

Booby-irapped
gramophone placed on
El Al plane on flight
from Rome 10 Lod.

Israeli athletes seized in
Olympic Village near
Mounich.

Algerian “diplomatic
courier’’ arrested in
Amsterdam airpott for
carrying arms. Plans
unknown.

Lufihansa plane on
flight from Beirut to
Ankara hijacked to
Zagreb.

Palestinian arresied at
London airport; planned
attacks on Israeli
Embassies in
Scandinavia.

Plan 10 attack targets in
Haifa where group
intended to arrive by
ship.

Atiack planned on
Austrian transit camp
for Jewish emigrants
from Russia.

Attack planned as in
Incident No. 3

Saudi-Arabian Embassy
in Khartoum (Sudan)
seized.

Attack planned on
Israeli and Jordanian
Embassies in Paris

Attempt 10 attack
passengers of Ei Al
plane at Rome airport.

Separate attempls Lo
artack Arkia plane
(lsracli) aL Nicosia
airporl, and Israeli
Ambhassador’s residence
in Nicosia.

Attack on an ltalian
clerk of the E) Al office
in Rome

Explosion in luggage
compartment, causing
slight damage.

LI Israzli atheletes
murdered.

Forestalled.

Plane released, aNer
the Arab terrorists who
had murdered 11 Israefi
athletes at the Munich
Olympics were set free
(see Incident No. 30).

Forestalled,

Forestalled.

Forestalled.

Forestalled.

The American .
Ambassador, his Deputy
Head of Mission, and
the Belgian Charge
d’Affaires, murdered.

Forestalled.

Abortive.

Both abortive.

Clerk murdered.

2 British girls, unaware
that the gramophone
given to them by 2 Arab
acquainiances in Rome
was booby-trapped.
The 2 Arabs were
arrested in ltaly.

7 Arabs. 4 Kkilled at
airport near Munich
and 3 arrested.

1 Palestinian (on
Algerian diplomatic
passport).

Members of Al-Farah.

1 Palestinian. Sentenced
to 18 months
imprisonment.

4 Arabs arrested in
Cyprus.

3 Arab arresied in
Yienna.

3 Arabs arrested in Italy
at border with Austria.

8 Palestinians arrested.
Sentenced to life
imprisonment in June
1974

2 Arabs arresled by
French police at French-
Italian border, leading to
the arrest of 1
Palestinian and 1
English doctor in Paris.

2 Arabs arrested at
airport.

10 Arabs, 2 killed, 1
escaped, and 7 arrested
and sentenced ta 7 years
imprisonment.

1 Palestinian,

2 Arabs freed.

3 Arabs freed afler
hijacking of Lufthansa
plane in October 1972
(see Incident No, 32).

Freed.

None brought to trial.

Released after 1 year.

Freed.

Given suspended prison
sentences, and expelled
from Austria.

Handed over to Austria,
and expelled from there.

Sudanese President
commuted their
sentences to 7 years, and
ordered them 1o be
handed over to the
Palestine Liberation
Organigation (PLO).
Subsequenily held in
Egypt. and reported to
have been pu1 a1 disposal
of PLO in November
zg'hl after Incident No.

2 Arabs imprisoned far
6 months and then
expelled from France.
2 others freed and
expelled immediately.

Freed and expelled to
Lebanon.

Freed in December 1973
after hijacking of KLM
plane in November (sec

- Incident No. 33).

Not yet brought to trial,
on the grounds that he is
unfit t¢ s1and trial.
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Date Act Outcome Perpetrators . and their treatment

INCIDENT No. 42
27 April 1973 3 Arabs apprehended st | Forestalled. 3 Arabs. Unknown.

Beirut airport careying

explosives on board

plane bound for Nice,

Plans unknown.

INCIDENT No. 43 .

20 May 1973 2 Arabs arrested by Foresialled. 2 Arabs. Interrogated and cxpelled
British police. Plans from Britain two days
unknown. later.

INCIDENT No. 44

17 June 1973 Car parked near El Al Abortive. 2 Arabs arrested. Freed without trial.
office in Rome
exploded and 2 Arabs
injured in it.

INCIDENT No, 45

19 Juty 1973 El Al office attacked in Abortive, | Palestinian. Took 2 Freed and allowed to fly

INCIDENT No. 46
20 Juty 1973

INCIDENT No. 47
5 August 1973

INCIDENT No. 48
S September 1973

INCIDENT No. 49
5 September 1973

INCIDENT No. 50
11 September 1973

INCIDENT No. 5t

28 September 1973

INCIDENT No. 52
18 October 1973

INCIDENT No. 53
25 November 1973

Athens.

JapaneseJumbo Jet
hijacked on flight from
Amsterdam (o0 Tokyo.

Passengers attacked in
lounge of Athens
airport.

Attack planned on El Al
planc over Rome
airport with ground-to-
air rackets supplied by
the Soviet Union ta
Egypt, lraq and Syria,

Saudi-Arabian Embassy
in Paris seized,

Arab arrested by
Australian authorities.
Plans unknown.

3 Jewish emigrants from
Russia taken hosia
aboard Lrain bound for
Yienna.

4 Arabs, in possession of
explosives and planning
10 attack El Al office and
olher targets, arrested in
West Beriin.

KLM Jumbo on Right 10
New Delhi hijacked to
Abu Dhabi.

Plane blown up at

Benghazi airport (Libya).

3 dead, 55 wounded.

Forestalled.

Perpetrators allowed to
fly to Kuwair aboard a
Syrian plane, with §
Saudi diplomats as
hostages.

Forestalted.

Hostages released after
Austrian Government
promised to close transit
camp 2t Schonau for
Jewish emigrants from
Russia.

Forestalled,

En route, perpetratars
flew gver Cyprus and
negotiated release of 7
Arabs imprisoned in
context ol Incident No,
40, At Abu Dbabi they
surrendered and
released plane,

hostages in adjoining
hotel, bui released them
aller negotiations with
police.

5 terrorists. 1 of them,
an Arab girl {npﬁarently
the leader), was kitled by
a grenade carried by her.
Another was Japanese.

2 Palestinians. Sentenced
10 death. Although
their appeal was
rejected, Greek
authorities commuted
their sentences after a
Greek freighter was
irated a1 Karachi on 2
ebruary 1974 by 3
Arabs, who were
allowed to fly to Libya.

5 Palestinians arrested in
Rome.

3 Arabs arrested,

Member of Al-Fatah.

2 Palestinians arrested by
Austrian authorities.

4 members of Black
Septemnber. 2 acquitted;
| sentenced to 4 years
imprisonment; and 1 (I7
years old) to 3 years
confinement as juvenile
offender,

3 Arabs. Not known il
arrested by Abu Dhabi
authorities.

to Kuwait, whence he
departed immediately for
unknown destination.

Freed in August 1974 and
flown 10 Damascus,
following pressure from
the PLO.

Freed and flown to Lybla
on § May 1974

2 released quickly on
bail. On 27 February,
1974, senenced in
absentia \o 62 months
imprisonment with the 3
others who, after
terrorist threats

against Ialy, were
released on bail on |
March 1974,

Handed over to the PLO
on 11 October 1973,

Freed alter interrogation.

Freed and flown to an
Arab country.

The 2 in detention
released and deported to
Cairo on 10 June 1974,

Unknown.
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Date Act Ourcome Perpetrators . . . and their treatment
INCIDENT No. 54
17 December 1973 Pan-Am and Lufihansa 32 passengers killed. 5 Arabs. Arrested in Handed over to PLO on
planes anacked at Rome | Pan-Am plane badly Kuowait. 27 February 1974, after

INCIDENT No. 55
20 December 1973

INCIDENT No. 56
26 December 1973

INCIDENT No. 57
29 December 1973

INCIDENT No. 58
20 Yanuary 1974

INCIDENT No. 59
1 January 1974

INCIDENT No. 60
6 February 1974

INCIDENT No. 61
3 March 1974

INCIDENT No. 62
t4 March 1974

INCIDENT No. 63
10 June 1974

INCIDENT No. 64
11 October 1974

INCIDENT No. 65
22 November 1974

airport.

Large quantities of
weapons and explosives
brought into France by
car, leading 10
discovery of terrorist
base near Paris.

2 Arabs arrested at
London airport. Plans
unknown.

2 Arabs arrested at
London eirport,
planning to etlack Israeli
targets.

Arab, possessing
explosives and planning
anacks on Isracli
targets, arrested in
London,

Oil instaflations
attacked in Singapore.

Japanese Embassy in
Kuwait seized with
Japanese Ambassador
and 15 others as
hostages,

British Airlines plane on
Aight from Beirut
hijacked to Amsterdam,

Atlempt to smuggle
arms and explosives
aboard a KLM Jumbo
at Beirut airport.

2 Arabs., apparently on
way to Scandinavia,
arrested in Hamburg.

15 terrorists, planning to
assassinnle Heads of
Azab States aliending
Rabat Summil, arrested
in Morocco. 2 others
involved in same plot
arrested in Spain.

British Airways plane on
flight from London Lo
Singapore hijacked from
Dubai to Tunis.

demaged and Lufthansa
plane hijacked with 13
hostages aboard, of
whom | died before the
plane reached Kuwait.

Plans, shown on maps,
Torestalled

Forestalled,

Forestalled.

Forestalled.

Following unsuccessful
attack, pirated lerry-
boat at Singapore with 5
hostages aboard, 2 of
whem escaped.

Fallowing threats to kill

all 1the hosiages,

Japanese authorities sent

a plane to Kuwait via

]S\;ngapore {see Incident
0.

Having been refused
permission to land in
Athens (where they
planned to seck release
of 2 terrorists involved in
IncidenlL No. 47), landed
at Amsterdam and blew
up plane after frecing
passengers and crew.

Aborlive.

Forestalled.

Forestalled.

1 German killed. 5
terrorists held in Egypt
and 2 imprisaned in
Holland set free (see
Incidents 54 and 61).

10 Turks, 2 Palestinians
and 1 Algerian arrested
in Paris and environs.

2 Arabs,

1 Jordanian and 1
banese.

1 Libyan. Sentenced to
2 years imprisonment.

2 members of the
Japanese ""Red Army™
and 2 members of PFLP

5 members of PFLP,

2 members of 1he Libyan-
sponsored ‘““National
Youth Organisation for
the Liberation of
Palestine.’” Sentenced to
5 years imprisonment,

2 Palestinians, 2
Lebanese, and 1 Libyan,
all members of the
National Youth
Organisaticn for the
Liberation of Palestine.
Apprehended in Beirut.

2 Palestinians.

17 Arabs.

4 Members of the
National Youth
Organisation for the
Liberation of Palestine.

Kuwait refused to
extradite them to Italy.
Subsequently held in
Egypt, and freed in
November 1974 in
ggn:exl of Incident No.

4 {reed on |5 March
1974; 9 others sentenced
on 11 May to prison
terms varying between §
and 13 months.

Expelled within days.

Espelled a week later.

Expelled in July 1974,

Freed in context of
Incident No. 60.

Freed at Aden, together
with terrorists brought
from Singapore.

Freed on 24 November
1974 in coniexti of
Incident No. 65.

Unknown,

Expelled from West
Germany on 13 June
1974,

All freed.

Granted prolocuon and
safe passage Hy Tunisian
authorities, Handed
themsclves over to PLO.
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Date

Ouicome

Perpetrators . and their treatment

INCIDENT No. 66
19 January 1975 Atlack on plane

El Al planc attacked at
abortive, but 20

Oxly airpore, Paris, and
hand-grenades thrown

into airport crowds. seriously,

bystanders injured, 8

i Palestinian, 1 Algerian,
and | Lebanese,
belonging to PFLP but
using cover-name of
“Muhammad Boudia
Group.™

After holding 10 hasiages
in airport washroom for
18 hours, Alown out
sboard French plane.
Eventually landed at
Baghdad and held by
authoritics,

MR TAYLOR (Cockburn) [5.44 pm.]: I have
sat in this place now for 10 years and the speech
1 have just heard from the member for Scar-
borough is the most reprehensible that 1 have
heard any member make in this place. It beats by
only a small margin the action of the Government
in condoning it because there is nothing surer, at
this time on a Thursday afterncon with no time
for the member for Fremantle to marshall
evidence and reply, that this matter was brought
forward at this time for a purpose. That is why it
is so reprehensible. The member for Scarborough
has been doing his job and he did it very well and
very effectively. At this time and in this way it is
a very disturbing action and I hope it is going
to stick with the member for Scarborough for a
long time.

This place is the State Parliament and each of
us has his own views on matters pertaining to
actions outside the State but we keep them out of
this place; we are obliged 1o.

Several members interjected.

Mr TAYLOR: All right then, T withdraw the
last few words. We are allowed to use this place
as a forum but we do not use it as that kind of a
forum.

Mr Sibson: Ts it too embarrassing for you?

Mr TAYLOR: Not at all. 1 shall explain why
1 believe it was reprehensible. Each of us has his
own opinions on most political activities but we
do not denigrate each other personally in this
place because of them. When a member of
Parliament raises a matter in this place it is usual
that he air the subject in general debate and in
general terms, but the member for Scarborough
did not do that. He brought this matter forward
in this way for a particular reason. 1 am not going
1o take up the content of the subject matter of the
issue that was raised because that is a matter for
others who may desire to do so, but 1 wish to make
the point that the member for Scarborough only
raised this issue in order to personally denigrate
another member.

1n Northern lreland not so long ago about half
as many people were killed by a bomb in a
restaurant and in that incident women were killed

and children were maimed. Not one member of
the Government has raised his voice about thal.
This sort of thing is happening in any number of
countries throughout the world. It is happening in
South Africa. We all have our views on apartheid
one way or another but they are not aired in this
place. Rhodesia is another area. If we can recall
the Vietnam situation, when did a member
personally attack ancther member for his views
during that period?

This matter has been brought up at this time
for a particular reason; that is, to denigrate the
member for Fremantle and in so doing, through
him, to attack the Opposition. Last night we were
debating unemployment. We have problems in
health, education, and Aborigines. All are matters
with which this State has to show concern. But the
member for Scarborough is not concerned with the
activities of this State because he talks about
foreign affairs. There is only one utterance which
was a little less relevant to the needs of the people
of this State than this and that was when the
member for Whitford debated quarter-horses.

Al no time have 1 heard a member speak in
such a way in this place, and above all on a
Thursday afternoon. If the electorate of Scar-
borough has so few problems that the member for
Scarborough has to speak on foreign affairs and
make a personal attack on a member in a manner
that 1 have not heard in my 10 years in this place,
T can only conclude that the proposition came not
only from him but also from the Government. [
shall not repeat myself any further except to
indicate my disgust and the disgust of this side of
the House.

Mr Young: The matter was raised by the mem-
ber for Fremantle in the Press and it deserved
answering in this place.

Mr TAYLOR: No, it deserved answering in
the Press. Alternatively, it deserved answering
in the Fremantle Town Hall. A third alternative
would be to hold a meeting in the Perth Town
Hall or elsewhere when the member for Scar-
borough could speak; and that is the way it
would normally have been done.
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Mr Blaikie: If you were dinkum you would
let the member for Fremantle have twa bob'’s
worth right now, but you will not.

Mr TAYLOR: §f Standing Orders and the
Premier will allow me to take my seat and resume
my remarks at a later date to allow another
member to speak, [ shall do so. | was on the list of
speakers and [ certzinly did not get up to protect
any other member. [ rose to take my turn in the
debate.

[ am not geing to try to solve world problems.
1 want to come right down 1o some real problems
in my electorate.

Last night 1 was speaking about unemployment
in the Cockburn area and 1 hope one way or
another the Government has taken note of the
" two points 1 made. One concerned unemployed
youth and the other, unemployed middle-aged
people; that is, people about 45 years of age and
older. To emphasise this problem [ think I should
take a minute or two to menlion other cases that
will help members to appreciate the problem in
the area.

I mentioned yesterday the problems of com-
panies standing down people who were goud
workers and able to carry out their jobs satis-
factorily only because there are other people avail-
able who are younger and fitter. I instanced the
case of a man being declared fit by his doctor for
work, but the company then deciding not to take
him on.

Another of my constituents had an accident at
his place of employment. Three years ago he
injured his back. After 2 month or two off he
returned to work and was able to hold down his
job, although he did experience pain. He was
trying to do the right thing. The stage was reached
where he felt he was unable to cope with any
overtime. He saw a doctor who declared that his
back injury was such that while he was able lo
stand on his feet for an eight-hour shift lifting
and moving objects around, it was unwise for him
to continue past the eight hours in order to do
overtime. The doctor said it was undesirable that
he work the overtime shift. The company took
that as an indication the worker was unabie to
work satisfactorily, even though he had becen
working for the last three years.

Mr Speaker, the Chamber seerns to have emp-
tied, indicating perhaps that some members are
more interested in debating foreign affairs instead
of affairs affecting this State,

My Shalders: Hansard is stitl here.

Mr TAYLOR: The constituent is perfectly able

to handle his job and as [ explained, the com-
pany had been satisfied with his work over the
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past three years. Nonetheless he was stood down
because the company thought there might be a
time when he would be required to work over-
time and would be unable to do so. As his
doctor had indicated he was unable to work
overtime, the company considered he was not
suitable. At 45 years of age he is out of work
because the company stood him down.

There is another group of people, a small
number at the moment but with signs of increas-
ing, who have a similar problem. They are
market gardeners, There is a group of two or
three who recenily found that their land in the
Cockburn area was included in a certain land
subdivision scheme. In at least one instance one
person has found that his land is 1o be subdivided
and he will receive a Tump sum in reiurn. They
will do reasonably well from this, but the sum
they receive will be no more than three or four
years’ income to them. It must be remembered
that these people are unskilled technically; they are
very skilled as market gardeners but they have no
trade skills. They now find themselves un-
employed. They have a lump sum but it looks
as though this will be used up in keeping their
families together. In a year or two they will
be in real bother.

I put it to the Minister for Labour and In-
dustry that there may be some possibility of
establishing schemes for these people so they can
be taught a trade by means of some sort of
crash course. This would allow them to fll a
position in the work force. I know this is
usually a Commonwealth responsibility but [
recall earlier schemes established to help brick-
layers. :

Mr Grayden: [n 1977.

Mr TAYLOR: Such a scheme would be of
advantage to such small groups. The market gar-
deners are in a difficult situation in that they
have some properly and collateral. They have
cash in hand but unfess they have some other way
of employing themselves the money will be used
purely for living expenses. They will not be able
to receive social welfare and their future looks
bleak. They are good people who can work
hard and long hours but their skill is no longer

' appropriate. [ hope some thought can be given

to assist them, even to a small extent.

The subject of migration was raised in the
House last night when it was indicated that if any
tradesmen wanted to come to Western Aus-
tralia one ought to see the State Immigration
Department. { have had some cases in the last
month or two involving an clectrician, an auto
spray painter, and a market gardener.
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Mr Grayden: There is a list indicating what
trades are in short supply.

Mr TAYLOR: Yes, and it is a very short list.
The matter of the market gardener is a strange
one. It is unique and perhaps the Minister can
make an appeal to his Federal counterpart to
see whether an exception can be made.

Mr Grayden: We have already achieved flexi-
bility and we will make exceptions in special
circumstances.

Mr TAYLOR: I have a case, and I know there
have been others, involving a man working as a
market gardener who is unable to continue in this
occupation. His wife is affected by the chemicals
used and she is not allowed to participate in
the gardening operations, His family is not old
enough to help and the man is unable to main-
tain the garden by himself at a level to provide
an income. It is not easy to find people who
are prepared to work the type of hours required
to run a market garden.

The Minister will be aware that the gardeners
have to be up early to tend to certain crops.
It is very hard work that cannot be handled by
most people. In the past it has been possible for
these people, who are usually Yugoslavs or
Italians, to bring their families to Austratia. The
members of the families who come out are, in
our terminology, unskilled, but because they are
related they have the heart and the will to work
in a co-operative way with the families who
bring them out. It is a tradition which has been
in evidence for years but has been stopped re-
cently by the Government taking the attitude that
if a relative is unskilled he may therefore take
a position elsewhere in the work force,

Mr Grayden: We would regard that as a special
case and would be prepared to make representa-
tions to the Commonwealth.

Mr TAYLOR: That is the co-operation I am
looking for and the Minister will have the in-
formation on his table either tomorrow or Mon-
day. 1 know he accepts my point that it is a
special problem and is not covered by the broad
categories usually encompassed by immigration
policies.

Mr Napovich: Who brought the current policy
in?

Mr TAYLOR: Over the last three years it has
been administered by the presemt Government.

Mr Nanovich: Who implemented the present
policy?

Mr TAYLOR: I cannot undersiand the mem-

ber’s point. For .three years a Government has
carried out a policy—
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Mr Grayden: It is Commonwealth policy.

Mr TAYLOR: —and it has been implemenied
by a Commonwealth Government.

Mr Nanovich: Which one?

Mr TAYLOR: It is a Liberal Government.
My time is running short. 1 would like to draw
the attention of the Minister for Urban Develop-
ment and Town Planning to another matter, T
relates to a particular set of circumstances in-
volving a particular group of people. The Minister
would be aware of the situation; but I believe
it should be aired in the House. It relates ta
rural subdivisions, and particularly to the manner
in which they apply to families. Unpder most
circumstances it is not possible to subdivide a
property to enable the issue of a separate title
deed. The criterion which is used in rural areas
which are in close proximity to metropolitan
regions is that the area to be subdivided must
be economically viable. From time to time that
reason is given in rejecting subdivisions.

When one is looking at a gentleman farmer
or a St. George's Terrace farmer one can accept
that criterion; but there are a number of other
people affected, people who live in the outer metro-
politan areas and have resided there for many
years, They have made a reasonable living during
those years. In the past the present problem has
not existed as the son or a close member of the
family has been able to erect a house and reside
on the property. However, at the present time
the lending institutions—and that has been debated
quite adequately in the last couple of days—
usually require a separate title deed before money
can be loaned.

Mr Rushton: This matter is being reviewed at
the present time.

Mr TAYLOR: Certainly, if something is being
done I am grateful for that, However, I suggest
the Minister should take the lead and 1 hope that
people who approach him in the future will be
treated in the same way,

Mr Rushton: The policy on these small holdings
is being reviewed fully and 1 am hopeful it will
be modified in the near future,

Mr TAYLOR: I do not wish to be too hard
on the Minister. 1 have already let off enough
steam tonight. I only hope that the review covers
market gardeners who, in order to keep their
families close to them so that they can work in
the garden all hours of the day and night and
during the weekend, when necessary, may by some
means or other be provided with an appropriate
form of documentation which will be acceptable
to a lending institution and will enable the mem.
ber of the family to stay on the block.
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In the Mandogatup area in Kwinana there are
two families who have resided there for 50
years or more. The properties are viable but
unless the sons can remain on the properties they
will be viable no longer. The properties will have
to be broken up. Therefore, something should
be done so that the sons can obtain funds which
will enable them to live on the property and
that, of course, will mean subdividing.

I wish 1o return to a matter which [ raised in
the House some time ago but which has now
arrived at the crunch point. | am referring to the
imminent destruction of houses at Naval Base,
I am sorry the Minister for Lands is not present;
but I feel [ must raise this matter. As members
may be aware, the land ai Naval Base, owned by
the State and owned formerly by the Common-
wealth, is under lease to the occupiers and the
lease on one-third of the lols terminates on the
31st of this month. Approximately 80 to 90
houses will have to be moved or demolished
prior to the 31st of this month,

During the fast six to eight months efforts have
been made jn an endeavour 1o persuade the
Government to change its attitude with respect
to the leaseholds. However, these efforts have
been to no avail. The immediate problem con-
cerns the 30 residents who lease and occupy the
houses in which they live. I do not have the
same degree of sympathy for those who lease
the land but live elsewhere and rent out the
houses to others. However, at the same time,
those houses are occupied by people who, at the
moment, have nowhere else to go. Approximalely
30 people at this moment are wondering where
they will go on the 31st March. The Minister
for Lands and the Government have indicated
that perhaps the State Housing Commission will
assist; but time is gelting very short and some
action needs to be taken 1o assist these people,
particularly the pensioners who at the present time
are wailing to find out whether the houses they
occupy will be bulldozed over their heads. They
have nowhere else to go.

In two instances which 1 can recall people
have approached the State Housing Commission.
I have taken the matter up with the commission.
However, they have been told that they ure ade-
quately housed. Of course they are adequately
housed; but one Government department when
saying this should know and does know that
another Government department will have the
right within two weeks to bulldoze the houses in
which these people are residing. Something needs
1 be done to assist these people within the nexi
fortnight,
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There is another matter which I would like to
raise in connection with these houses. Presumably
[ will need to contact the Minister later because
she is not present and, therefore, cannot reply by
way of interjection. [ would like an undertaking
from the Lands Department that it will not bull-
doze those houses on the 31st March in the cases
where the occupants are making a real effort to
move the houses to other areas or to demolish
the houses themselves. In two instances approaches
have been made to the Murray Shire in order that
these people may take the houses down to that
area on jinkers. Yesterday the council rejected
both applications for particular reasons which can
be remedied.

The people concerned are trying to comply with
the extra conditions required by the Shire of
Murray; but this means the approval of the shire
will be postponed for at least a month. As a result,
the buildings will not be able to be shifted during
that period. One hopes the Government will not
move in and desiroy houses when real efforts are:
being made to have them removed.

In a third instance a nursery is involved and, as
with the previous two instances, land has been
purchased. The documents to bave the houses
removed are with the local authorities; but there
has been no indicalion from the Lands Department
that it will allow the present dwelling to remain
in the interim.

There is another point or which [ would like a
reply from the Lands Department and that is in
respect of the cost of demolition of some houses.
In some instances pensioners are involved and
they have been able to obtain accommodation
elsewhere, usually with relatives, but they do not
have the wherewithal to pay for the demolition of
the houses.

These would cost between 3200 and $300 to
demolish and, as pensioners, they do not have that
money. They have made the effort to move out of
the houses and although one officer of the depart-
ment has advised verbally that it will be the
department’s responsibility to demolish those
houses which will be deserted, there is a need for
an official statement to give people confidence so
that they know they can tuke the action they
propose, this being to move out to alternative
accommeodation they have been able to obtain, and
leave the houses standing on the lots.

T would like the Government to look at those
three points, bearing in mind that there are only
24 weeks to go. Firstly, certain occupants need
accommodation with the State Housing Commis-
sion, and at this time there has been no move to
assist them, the claim being that they are ade-
quately housed which is an absurdity. Secondly,
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the people want permission to leave some of the
houses on the site when an effort is being made to
have them removed, The third item which needs
clarification is the remark said to be made by a
member of the siaff of the Lands Department;
that is, that the department would meet the cost of
demolition if those involved are unable 1o comply
with the requirement themselves. It is hoped that
the Lands Department will pick up the cost.

Sir Charles Court: To which properties are you
referring?

Mr TAYLOR: The ones at Naval Base on the
northern boundary of Alcoa.

Sir Charles Court: 1 thought it was,

Mr TAYLOR: The Minister will be aware of
the ones.

Sir Charles Court: 1 will take the matter up
with the Minister,

Mr TAYLOR: 1 have one or two other matters
1 wish to raise, but time is running short.

Sir Charles Court: You may seek leave to
resume your remarks.

Leave 1o Continue Speech

Mr TAYLOR: In view of the time, | now

move—
That 1 be given leave to conlinue my
speech at the next sitting of the House.
Motion put and passed.
Debate thus adjourned.

House adjourned at 6.10 p.m.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

RAILWAYS
Fuel Cost
50. Mr MCcIVER, to the Minister representing
the Minister for Transport:

Of the total cost of Westrail's operations,
what percentage of that figure is for
fuel?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

On the basis that the question refers to
distillate and petrol—2.37 per cent for
year ended 30th June, 1977.

PARKING
Marley Court
Mr TONKIN, to the Minister for Works:
(1) Is he aware that tenants are prevented
from parking at Morley Court, where Mr
R. McLean, MHR, and myself have
office space, due to the incursions of
shoppers?

51.
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Is he aware there are no markings for
parking bays so that far fewer cars can
park than would otherwise be the case?
Will he, as the Government is a tenant,
use his influence to see to it that—
(a) signs are erected indicating that this
is a private car park;

parking bays are marked out; and
name boards are erected so that
specific parking bays will be reserved
for specific tenants?

O'CONNOR replied:
No.
Yes.

An endeavour will be made to have the
position rectified. However, as the build-
ing is registered in multiple ownership,
resolution of the problem could prove
difficult.

(b
(c)

-

YANCHEP SUN CITY
Japanese Interests
HARMAN, to the Premier:

Is he aware that the Bond Corporation
may sell its interest in the Yanchep Sun
City project 1o Japancse interesis?

Has the Bond Corporation sought
Government assistance to acquire the
49 per cent Japancse interest already in-
volved in the Yanchep Sun City project?
If the project becomes wholly owned
by Japanese interests what are the
implications for Western Australians?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

(1}

to (3) h would not be proper of me
at this stage to disclose the information
available to the Government on the
matter covered by the questions.

However, the member can be assured
that both the Commonwealth and State
Governments are conscious of the need
to sec that Australian and Western Aus-
tralian interests are properly safe-
guarded.

The Western Australian Government has
no intention of investing in the project
to acquire either the Japanese or the
Bond interests in the project, as we have
other more appropriate and pressing
uses for any funds which would be
involved.
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The important thing, whilst having full
regard for future Australian interests, is
1o ensure the stability and continuity of
the project. This is well covered in pro-
posals currently before us.

EDUCATION
School Holidays

Mr HARMAN, to the

Education:

(1) Has his Government considered a
proposal to stagger school holidays both
within the State and with other States?

(2) What decision has been made?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) To make no changes to existing pattern,

Minister for

FISHERIES
Mooring at Two Rocks Marina
Mr HARMAN, to the Minister representing
the Minister for Fisheries and Wildlife:
(1) Has the Minister the authority to
approve of mooring rentals within the
Two Rocks Marina for professional
fishermen?
(2) I so, what is the source of this authority?
(3) If not, who determines the rentals paid?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

(1) No.

(2) Not applicable.

(3) Yanchep Sun City Pty. Ltd.

DRAINAGE

Black Adder Creek
Mr SKIDMORE, to the Minister for Water
Supplies:
(1) Are talks being held with the Shire
of Swan regarding the upgrading of the
Woodbridge Black Adder drainage
system?
If “Yes", will he outline in detail the
present position arising out of these
talks?
Is he at this stage able to advise—
(a) commencing datc of overall plan;
(b) cost of the project; and
{c)} Gnishing date?
If answer to (1) is “No”, can he advise
when the Government will upgride the
Woodbridge Black Adder drainage
system, and thus provide urgently needed
relicf from flooding for hundreds of
residents in the immediate area?

2y
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56.

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) The Metropolitan Water Board is await-
ing a letter from the Shire of Swan.

No. Further negotiations are still re-
quired,

Not applicable.

&)

4}

HEALTH
Paediatric Clinics

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for Health:

(1) Has any action been taken to establish
whether it is feasible to provide
paediatric out-patient clinics in the
metropolitan area?

(2) If so, where and when will such clinics

be established?

Mr O'Neil (for Mr RIDGE) replied:

(1) Discussions have not suggested that it
is feasible to provide paediatric out-
patient clinics in the metropolitan area.
There are no proposals to establish any
clinics at the moment, but the malter
will be kept under review.

2

FLOODING IN SOUTHERN CROSS AREA

57.

Financial Assistance
Mr DAVIES, to the Premier:

(1) Will the townspeople affected by flooding
in the Southern Cross area and
surrounding regions be eligible for
assistance within the guidelines of the
Commonwealth Government's natural
disaster assistance arrangements?

What action has the Government taken
or does it intend to take lo assist people
in these flood-affected areas?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

(1) and (2} As previously announced,

people in needy circumstances will be
assisted with grants for the relief of
personal hardship and distress, such as
replacement of floor coverings, and
action 1o make septic tanks operative.
At our request the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment has agreed to accept the food-
ing as coming within the guidelines of
the natural disaster assistance arrange-
ments.
Applications for assistance have been
invited, and committees have been ap-
pointed in the towns of Southern Cross,
Narembeen, and Merredin, (o assess
claims and determine the grants to be
made,

2)
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METROPOLITAN WATER SUPPLY,

58.

SEWERAGE AND DRAINAGE
BOARD

Income and Rating System

Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister for Water

Supplies:

(1)

(2}

3)

(T

Mr
)
(2)
&)

@)

What is the total estimated income of
the Metropolitan Water Supply, Sewer-
age and Drainage Board this financial
year?

What percentage of this income is
estimated to come from the central
business district of Perth?

Has any major water supply authority
in Australia yet adopted a “pay as you
use” system of water rating?

If so, which authorities are they, and is
there yet any available information as to
the success of such a system?

O'CONNOR replied:

$57 064 000.

12 per cent from the city wards.

No State capital city has adopted a
“pay as you use” system of water rating.
The Public Works Department has sup-
plied water to country areas on a “pay
as you use" System since Jst January,
1965, Consumer reaction has been good,
principally because they pay only for
water used.

The escalating scale of charpes adopted
by the department has also helped to
reduce water usage.

WATER SUPPLIES AND SEWERAGE
Programme: Federal Funds and All-party

Committee

59. Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister for Water
Supplies:

m
2)

3)

)

Will he give consideration to expanding
the water education programme into
schools?

Will he also give consideration to pro-
viding incentives such as subsidies for
householders installing rainwater tanks?
Will he move to speed up the pro-
gramme to install deep sewerage in the
metropolitan area 1o prevent pollution
of underground waler?

Will he also ask the Federal Govern-
ment for funds allocated to Western
Australia in the 1976-77 budget for re-
current sewerape works which were not
spent?

5)
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Will he also give consideration to estab-
lishing an  all-party  Parliamentary
standing committee to monitor and re-
view water resources and plans to
harness them?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(1}

2)
(3)

)
(5

Yes. This matter is under continual re-
view, and additional material has re-
cently been prepared for use in al
schools, :

No.

No. All public water supply areas are
also proclaimed underground water pol-
lution control areas to ensure that all
public health requirements are observed.

All funds allocated were spent.

There is a Water Resources Council,
which is investigating all aspects of water
in Western Australia, and [ would not
be prepared to duplicate its work,
and would not propose taking any action
along the lines suggested. The report
should be completed towards the end of
this year.

60. This question was postponed.

TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS AND LIGHTS

61.

Manning Road-Leach Highway

Me JAMIESON, to the Minister represent-

ing the Minister for Transport:

Referring to my questions 1186 and
1254 of 1977 and the Minister’s letter
to me of 22nd December, 1977 on the
same subject—

(1) Has the analysis of the accident
pattern at the intersection of Man-
ning Road and Leach Highway now
been completed?

What were the findings of the
analysis?

Has any remedial action been taken
or is any planned?

If “Yes” to (3), what is to be done,
at what cost and when?

If “No” 10 (3), why not?

2)
3)
)

(5}

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

)
2)

&)

Yes.

Southbound drivers turning right out of
Leach Highway were failing to appre-
ciate the speed of opposing northbound
traffic,

Yes,
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Separate traffic signal phases have been
assigned to north and south bound Leach
Highway traffic. This was carried out
on 26th Januwary, 1978, at a cost of
$600.

Answered by (3).

PASTORALISTS

Droughs Relief Loans and Transport

Subsidies

62, Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister for Lands:

Mr

The
93),

Now that the State has successfully ap-
plied to the Federal Government for
drought relief loans and transport sub-
sidies for pastoralists would she—

(a) establish a liaison officer within her
department to handle afl enquiries
relating to assistance available to
pastoralists and points to which ap-
plications should be directed;

(b) publish an information sheet out-
lining details of this liaison officer
and the types and extent of assis-
tance available to pastoralists so
that the full range of State and
Federal Government initiatives to
assist in overcoming drought and
associated problems can be clearly
outlined to pastoralists and their
advisers?

O’Connor (for Mrs CRAIG) replied:

(a) A liaison officer already exists
within the Department of Lands
and Surveys. He is Mr L. M. Kelly,
Co-ordinating  Officer,  Pastoral
Appraisesment Board, His duties
include the responsibility of answer-
ing all enquiries pertaining to pas-
toral matters affecting the depart-
ment and the Pastgral Appraise-
ment Board.

(b) The extent of assistance available
to pastoralists has already been
tabulated and is shown on the at-

tachment submitted. I will be.

pleased to arrange for distribution
of this information sheet through
the Pastoralists and Graziers’ Asso-
ciation and also make available
copies to interested members re-
presenting pastoral areas.

attachment was tabled (see paper No.

63.

64,

65.

LAND

Building and Industrial Blocks

Mr TUBBY, to the Minister for Lands:

(1) When is it anticipated new subdivision
residential and light industrial blocks
will be available at Kalbarri in the
Northampton Shire?

(2) When will there be a further release of
residential!  blocks in the Dongara-
Denison area in the Irwin Shire?

Mr O'Connor (for Mrs CRAIG) replied:

(1} Release of residential lots out of a new
subdivision will be made afier comple-
tion of suitable roads by the local auth-
ority.

Survey of proposed light industrial sub-
division is imminent, Release is depend-
ent on provision of services,

(2) 21 Port Denison lots are to be offered
for sale by public auction at the Shire
Hall, Dongara, at 10.00 a.m. on Satur-
day, 22nd April, 1978.

CHAPMAN VALLEY SHIRE
Aerial Photographs and Contour Maps
Mr TUBBY, to the Minister for Lands:
Following an aerial survey of the Chap-
man Valley Shire in mid-1977:
(1) Are aerial photographs and contour
maps available?

(2) If not, when is it anticipated they
will be?

Mr O'Connor (for Mrs CRAIG) replied:
(1} and (2) Yes.

CROSSWAIK
East Maddington School

Mr BATEMAN to the Mijnister for Police
and Traffic:
In view of the near accidents to chil-
dren ctossing Westfield Street, who at.
tend the East Maddington Primary
Schoo!l, wiil he—

(1) Have an urgent investigation made
for the purpose of providing a
crosswalk?

(2) If “Yes”, when will such action
take place?

(3) If not, why not?
Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) Yes.

(2) Probably sometime next week.
(3) Naot applicable.
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ROAD

Gosnells-Beechboro Freeway

66. Mr BATEMAN, to the Minister representing

67,

63.

the Minister for Transport:

(1) In view of the extensive traffic build-up
in the through roads between Gosnells
and Forresifield and the extensive
amount of damage being done to these
roads by heavy haulage trucks, will the
Minister make the construction of the
Gosnells-Beechboro  Highway a top
priority?

(2) £ not, why not?

{3) If (1) is “Yes", when can it be expected
construction will begin?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(1) to (3) The Government is “heavily
committed for some years to the
Kwinana Freeway extensien project so
with the current fnancial constraints
the Gosnells-Beechboro Highway cannot
be given a top priority. However, its
importance as a future route is recog-
nised and its construction will be con-
sidered along with other competing pro-
jects when the freeway extension is com-
pleted.

TOTALISATOR AGENCY BOARD
Minimum Wager

Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for Police

and Traffic:

(1) Is he aware that the Queensland Govern-
ment has approved of a minimum win
and place wager on the Queensland
Totalisator Agency Board of $1?

(2) [s it contemplated that similar action
witl occur in Western Australia?

Mr O’NEIL replied:
(1) No.

(2) This matter is not under consideration
al the present time.

WILDLIFE CONSERVATION ACT
Osborn v Courtney Case

Mr HERZFELD, to the Minister representing

the Attorney Genera}:
With reference to the recent case in
which Michael George Osborn as
complainant, an officer of the Fisheries
and Wildlife Department, and Kenneth
Jack Courtney as defendant was
charged under Regulations 30(3) (A) and

69. Mr

30X (D i) of the Wildlife Conserva-
tion Act 1950-1975, if he is able to do so
would he indicate:

(a) the nature of the charge;

(b) the outcome of the case;

(¢) the amounts of costs awarded and
to whom; and .

(d) the reasons for the Magistrate’s
findinps?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(a) There were two charges:

(i) keeping birds in an unsuitable
cage for a period of longer than
43 hours;

(ii} on a different occasion keeping
birds in a cage in which con-
tainers for food and water
were not kept filled.

(b) Both complaints were dismissed.

(c) Costs of $165 were awarded to the
defendant.

{(d) No evidence was presented by the
prosecution. An omission within the
Crown Law Department to record
the hearing date resulted in no
appearance being made by Coun-
sel for the complainant at the hear-
ing.

DONKEYS
Destruction at Whim Creek

HERZFELD, to the
Agriculture:

Minister for

(1) With reference to the Whim Creek
donkeys referred to in the Sunday
Times on 12th March as Stomper and
Heehaw, will he indicate whether
Agriculture Protection Board officers did
in fact tender the reason for destroying
the animals as being that neighbours
had complained about them roaming
wild?

(2) 1f “Yes”, would he indicate the distance
from Whim Creek where these neigh-
bours reside?

(3} If (1) is "No", would he indicate why
the animals were killed bearing in mind
an earlier reprieve granted by the
Agriculture Protection Board?
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Mr P. V. Jones (for Mr OLD) replied:

(1) and (3) The animals were destroyed
because the owners failed to comply
with the conditions of a permit under
which they were allowed to be kept.

(2) The complaints had been made by resi-
dents living within 500 metres of the
hotel,

TELEVISION
Interference by CB Radios

Mr BATEMAN, to the Minister for Police
and Traffic:

In view of the many complaints received
by houscholders that their television sets
are being disturbed by citizen band
radio users, on channels 7 and 9, will
he advise what action they can take
to have their complainis investigated?

Mr O'NEIL replied:-

Radio and television transmissions are
subject to contro! by Commonwealth
authorities. Complaints should be ad-
dressed to Telecom Australia.

WATER SUFPPLIES
Serpentine and South Dandalup Dams

Mr BATEMAN, to the Minister representing
the Minister for Fisheries and Wildlife:

(1) Is it a fact that permission has been

given to a person oOF persons to iake

marron from the Serpentine Dam?

Is it also a fact that permission has been

given to a person Or persons 10 Use a

power boat on the dam?

(3) Is it further a fact that a fisheries
inspector from Mandurah supervises the
taking of these marron?

As this area is a water catchment area
to be used by metropolitan consumers,
will the Minister advise why permission
has been pgiven for marron to be taken
from this particular dam?

If (1), (2), (3) and (4) are correct,
will the Minister further advise if the
South Dandalup Dam is also going o
be used lo catch marron?

(6) If (1), (2), (3), (4) and (5) are correci.
in the interests of health, will the Min-
ister have this operation stopped forth-
with?

P. V. JONES replied:

Yes, to depastmental employees to col-
lect stock for the commercialisation of
marron.

(2)

(C))]

{5)

1)

72

2)
(&)

A power boat is not being used.

It is a fact that officers of the inspection
section will supervise the taking—but
not the Mandurah inspector.

Aftey close consultation with officers of
the Metropolitan Water Supply, Sewer-
age and Drainage Board permission was
granted because there are considerable
stocks of marron of value to the devel-
opment of a commercial marvon fish
farming industry and taking them will
not affect the sport fishery stocks.
Marron will not be taken from the South
Dandalup Dam controlled by the Metro-
politan Water Suopply, Sewerage and
Drainage Board but will be from the
pipe head dam contrglled by Public
Works Department.

The 1aking has been made subject to
special precautions in the interests of
health and other concerns,

L))

(5

(6)

HOUSING
Koondoola and Girrawheen
WILSON, to the Minister for Housing:

Can he say whether the State Housing
Commission still intends to go ahead with
proposals ta build 191 reatal unils in
Koondoola?

Mr
(1}

(2} If “No” can he say—

(a) whal use will be made of the blocks
of land originally set aside for this
purpose;

(b) who will be responsible for any
alternative development; and

(c) when such development is likely to
begin?

Can he also provide equivalent informa-
tion with regard to the commission’s
plans for lots 653 and 679 in Girra-
wheen?

3

O'CONNOR replied:

The commission would hope to pro-
ceed with the proposal to build 191
rental units in Koondoola, and has sub-
mitted this to the Shire of Wanneroo.

In the near future, the proposals will be
open for public comment, uas required
under town planning and zoning stal-
utes, after which decisions will be made
by the local authority and the commis-
sion.

4}

(2) Not applicable.
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Subject to the same public advertising

procedure as indicated in answer to Part

(1), the proposals are:—

Lot 653—after resubdivision, 0 con-
struct six single detached houses.

Lot 679—afier resubdivision, t¢ con-
struct—

one single detached house,
four duplex units,
three single storey town houses.

LAND
Tuscany Way
BERTRAM, to the Minister for Works:

Does he control the land situated in
Tuscany Way directly opposite to the
front of Churchlands Senior High School?
if “No”, which Minister does?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

)

Mr
)

2)

and (2) Land on the western side of
Tuscany Way uand Lucca Street is con-
trolled by me as Minister for Housing.
Land immediately south of Churchlands
High School is under the control of the
Minister for Lands.

HEALTH

Narcotics
BERTRAM, to the Minister for Health:
Is it a fact that in comparable countries
heroin and other "narcotics are used to

ameliorate the pain of patients suffering
from terminal conditions?

If “Yes”, is this procedure permitted
and/or carried out in Australia?

Mr O'Neil (for Mr RIDGE) replied:

83
2)

Mr

Yes.

A variety of narcotics are used in Aus-
tralia but there are restrictions on the
use of heroin. Heroin is a prohibited
import under Commonwealth legislation
and its use is restricted in most States
by legislation.

PREMIER
Canadian Visit
BERTRAM, to the Premier:
What value to this State was gained
from bis visit to Canada last year?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

My brief visit was to honour an under-
taking to the Royal Agricultural Society
of the Commonwealth that the Govern-
ment of the host State in 1979 (the

76.

77.

175

150th Anniversary Year) would parti-
cipate in the 1977 biennial conference,
held in Regina, Canada, in 1977.

The 1979 Perth meetings by the Royal
Apgricultural Society of the Common-
wealth, and other activities of the dele-
gates of many countries, wifl be import-
ant in the rural industry activities of
our State and our 150th Anniversary
Celebrations.

It is a basic requirement of the Royal
Agricultural Society of the Common-
wealth that the host State for the next
biennial conference must participate in
a meaningful way in the preceding con-
ference.

CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND -

Mr
(i}

(2)

Balance
BERTRAM, to the Treasurer:

Are there any reasons why the Siate’s
Consolidated Revenue Fund should not
balance as at 30th June, 19787

If ‘Yes”, what are they?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

(1) and (2)

Mr
and

(1

(2)
Mr

As I stated following the
completion of the mid-year budget re-
view, notwithstanding a number of vari-
ations to earlier estimates of revenue
and expenditure, the Government still
hopes that transactions on the Consoli-
dated Revenue Fund will be in balance
at 30th June, 1978,

At this stage of the year
apparen! reason why that
not be achieved although it must be
emphasised that current treads can
change and new circumstances can arise
in the remaining months of the yzar.

there is no
aim should

STREET PERFQRMERS
Payment

BERTRAM, to the Minister for Police
Traffic:
Will he take steps to have the law
amended so as to allow street musicians
to receive payment for their activities?
If “No", why?
O'NEIL replied:

In view of a question on notice from
the Hon, R. F. Claughton in the Legis-
lative Council requesting a different
course of action in this matter, including
a condition that performers should not
solicit funds, it is respectfully suggested



176

78.

79.

[ASSEMBLY!]

that he discuss this matter with his col-
league so that the Government might
have an informed opinion as 1o where
the Opposition stands on this issue.

Mr Davies: We want to know the Govern-
ment's position.

PETROL
New Variety

Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Conservation and the
Eavironment:

(1) Is it a fact that recently a new variety
of petrol has been introduced in this
State which causes increased pollution
by exhaust fumes which are noisome and
deleterious to health?

Was his permission sought and/or given
for this petrol 1o be sold in this State?
Will the Minister take steps to ensure
that sales of this new variety of petrol
is discontinued?

If “No”, why?

(2)
(€))

(4)

P. V. JONES replied:

The Minister is not aware of the intro-
duction of a new variety of petrol which
presents a hazard to health.

nm

(2)
3}

No, and it is not so reguired.

and (4) No complaints have been re-
cejved, so far as the Minister is aware,
and no action is proposed.

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT
Government Policy

Mr BRIAN BURKE, to the Chief Secretary:

(1) What is the Government's policy to-
wards the imposition of capital punijsh-

ment?

(2) Has the Government considered or is it
considering legislation to abolish capital

punishment?

(3) If “Yes", what is the result of any such

consideration?

Mr O'NEIL replied:

(1) Capital punishment is imposed by the
courts under the provisions of current

Statute and not by the Government.

(2} and (3) The Government has consid-
ered the matter and believes that the

current situation should obtain.

STATE HOUSING COMMISSION ADVANCE

80.

81.

82.

Interest Rate and Term
Mr BRIAN BURKE, to the Minister for
Housing:
At what rate of interest and over what
term was the advance of $3 000 000
recently made to the State Housing Com-
mission?

Mr O’CONNOR replied:
The term of the loan is over 53 years,
with the interest rate determined year
to year by the Treasurer and is cur-
rently at 6.5 per cent per annum,

TEACHERS
Cadet Training
Mr BRIAN BURKE, to the Minister for
Education:
Who is responsible for the payment of
those teachers employed in training
cadets in schools for the period during
which they are occupied in such train-
ing duties?

P. V. JONES replied:
The Depariment of Defence.

PRISON
Canning Vale

BRIAN BURKE, to the Chief Secretary:
When does the Government expect to
decide whether Canning Vale Prison will
be a maximum security gaol?
Was the report in The West Australian
of 28th January, 1978 substantially cor-
rect in regard to the statement:

“The W.A. Governmeni has decided to

go ahead with the first three stages of

the Canning Vale Prison as quickly

as possible—if it can find the money"?
If the statement is correct, when does the
Government expect it will find the money
and where does il intend 10 find it?
When is it now cstimated that the first
three stages of the five stage project will
commence?

O'NEIL replied:

A news release, (tabled) issued on 17th
January, 1978, clearly outlines the Gov-
ernment’s decisions in this matter.

See news release tabled.

Plans have proceeded to the stage of
preparation of working drawings and
the allocation of money from the Gene-
ral Loan Fund will be considered in the
preparation of the 1978-79 Budget.

M
e}

2

(3

(4)

1)

3]
&)
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(4) Subject to the allocation of funds it is
estimated that the construction of the
complex will commence in September,
1978.

The news release was tabled (see paper No.

94).

INTEREST RATES AND FINANCE

Federal Policy
Mr BRIAN BURKE, to the Premier:
(1) Wil he make representations to the
Federal Government seeking a sub-
stantial across-the-hoard cut in interest
rates in areas other than housing?
Will he also urge the Federal Govern-
ment to loosen its tight rein on the money
supply, as suggested by the President of
the Western Australian Building Socicties
Association?
Is he aware that the Building Societies
Association’s view is that damage could
be done if the Federal Government per-
sists with its declared intention to bring
selected interest rates down without a
balancing release of sufficient funds?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

(1) 1 have consistently advocated a general

reduction in interest rates to the Fed-
eral Government. Because of the influ-
ence of official bond rates on the Aus-
tralian financial market it was impera-
tive for these rates to come back as a
lead to other sections of the finance in-
dustry. It is pleasing to note that offi-
cial rates have been reduced progres-
sively since July, 1977,
For example, the medium term bond
rale has been reduced from 104 per
cent in July, 1977, to 9.2 per cent in
February, 1978, and the rate on Aus-
tralian savings bonds has fallen from
10 per cent to 9 per cent over approxi-
mately the same pericd. Further reduc-
tions will take place in the rates when
the financial climate 1is appropriate.
Other financial institutions have also
reduced their interest rates in recent
months,

and (3) T have conferred with the Prime
Minister on the question of monetary
liquidity. Jt is, of course, a normal
phenomenon that markets tighten sca-
sonally in the June quarter as company
1ax and non-personal income tax pay-
ments are made. However, in response
to my representations on the broader

(2)

3

2y

177

question af fears about a credit squeeze
the Prime Minister telexed me the fol-
lowing assurance on 2nd February: “I
reaffirm that the stance of monetary
policy remains to have monetary growth
such as to underpin the recovery under-
way in the private sector while at the
same time bearing down on inflation. A
credit squeeze would not be consistent
with this broad aim and, let me assure
you, is not in prospect”,

MEAT
Western Australian Meat Commission

84. Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minisier for Agri-

85,

culiure:

(1) What loss is it anticipated that the West-
ern Australian Meat Commission will
sustain in the 1977-78 year?

(2) What are the ilems and the amounts

which comprise this anticipated loss?

Mr P. V. Jones (for Mr OLD) replied:

(1) and (2) } is anticipated that the com-
mission’s operating loss in 1977-78 will
be higher than that sustained during
1976-77 due to the reduclion in live-
stock numbers in the agricultural areas
and the consequent low level of through-
put at both works.

SHEEP

Numbers
Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for Agri-
culture:
(1) What has been the number of th's State's
sheep flock in each of the past five years?
What is the expected level of sheep
numbers in Western Australia in 19787
What are the projected sheep numbers
for Western Australia in each of the
next three years?

(2)

(3)

Mr P, V. Jones (for Mr OLD)} replied:
(1) 1973 309 million,
1974 32.5 million,
1975 345 million,
1976 34.8 million,
1977 31.2 million,
(2) 30.4 million.
{(3) 1979 31.0 million,

1980 31.7 million,
1981 33.0 million.
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MEAT
Murketing Referendum Results

86. Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for Agri-
culture:

87,

Mr

Mr

Following the meat marketing referendum
held last year, precisely what action has
been taken to implement the referendum
results?

P. V. Jones (for Mr OLD) replied:

Subsequent to the results of the refer-
endum on livestock marketing the Gov-
ernment formed a Livestock Marketing
Working Party to investigate ways in
which a weight and classification meat
marketing system could be implemented
in Western Australia in conjunction
with price scheduling.

The working party subsequently met on
four occasions and has now submitted
a report which is currently being con-
sidered,

SHEEP
Export
H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for

Agriculture:

(n

(2)

3

(4)

Mr
)

o))

Was a limit placed on the export of
live sheep from Western Australia in
1977 and, if so, what figure was set?
How many live sheep were exporied from
Western Australia in 19777

Has. the ratio of one live sheep exported
for every three sheep or lambs
slaughtered been maintained in Western
Australia in 1977 and, if not, what was
the actual ratio?

Has the committee controlling the export
of live sheep in Western Australia met
in 1978 and, if so, what are its recom-
mendations with regard to the export of
live sheep in 19787

P. V. Jones (for Mr OLD) replied:
The 1977 agreement was that one live
sheep would be exported to the Middle
East area for every three sheep or lambs
slaughtered at export abattoirs—and
based on an expected throughput of
495 million sheep/lambs at export
abattoirs the total exported would be
limited to 1.65 million sheep.

1 643729 to the Middle East area. A
further 132 427 sheep were shipped to
Singapore, Malaysia, and Mauritius,
these markets being excluded from the
agreement.

3)

4)

88.

The ratio of live sheep exported to
sheep/lambs slaughtered was 2.44 to 1.
The Live Sheep Exports Committee met
on 'ith November, 1977, $5th Decem-
ber, 1977, and 26th January, 1978, to
discuss the export of live sheep from
Western Australia during 1978, The
commiltee was unable to reach any con-
sensus al these meetings.

BAUXITE MINING
Alcou

Mr H. D. EVANS, 1o the Minister for

Forests:

Mr

Further to her reply to parts (2) and (3)
of question 1179 of 1977, has any Gov-
ernment department or instrumentality
carried out an environmental study on
the impact of expanded bauxite mining
on the Darling Scarp, or is Alcoa of
Australia Ltd. the only body doing so?

O'Connor (for Mrs CRAIG) replied:
No, Alcoa of Australia is required to
submit to Government for approval a
detailed environmental review and
managemenl programme relating to ils
proposed activity. Prior to approval this
environmental review and management
programme will be examined,. and if
necessary amended, in the light of the
resulls of the extensive environmental
studies being conducted by Government.

STATE FORESTS
Bauxite Mining: Area Involved

89. Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minisler for
Forests:

n

2)

3)

What was the area of land in State
forests which were mined for bauxite
in each of the years 1976 and 19777

What additional area of land required
for roads, storage power lines, dumping
of overburden or any other purpose in
connection with bauxite mining, was
¢cleared or utilised in any other way in
each of the years 1976 and 19777
What is the total area of State forests
which is expected will be mined for
bauxite or used in any way in connection
with bauxile mining gperations in each
of the next ten years?

Mr O'Connor (for Mrs CRAIG) replied:

n

The area mined in 1976 was 122 hec-

tares.
The area mined in 1977 was 140 hec-
tares.
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The area- mined each year cannot be
related directly to the area cleared. Past
experience indicates that the total area
mined represenis approximately 60 per
cent to BO per cent of the area cleared
for all purposes.

It is not possible to provide a detailed
reply to this question as the total area
to be mined or used in connection with
bauxite mining in each of the next ten
years will depend on the dates of com-
pletion of the refineries, location of the
areas 10 be mined and the amount of
access ways and service areas required.

PORTS

Huarbour and Light Department
TROY, to the Minister for Works:

Who is the public service head at the
Harbour and Light Departmenit?

What are his qualifications?

Has he any qualifications in the area of
marine’ navigation?

Who is the surveyor for the Harbour and
Light Department?

Mr O’'CONNOR replied:

o
2)

(3)

(4)

Mr C. J. Gordon,
Associate  of  Public
Association.

Associate of the Australian Tnstitute of
Management.

Diploma in Public Administration.

No. Management is advised by-qualiﬁed
professional marine staff available within
the depariment.

Administration

Senior Engineer Shipwright Surveyor,
Mr A, McAllister.
PERTH

Restriction of Expansion

Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for Urban
Development and Town Planning:

(n

(2)

What proposals does the Siate Govern-
ment have to limit the growth of com-
mercial development within the central
business district of Perth?

Does the Government have any plans
to limit the building of new Government
office blocks in the central business
district and to relocate existing and new
Government offices outside the ceniral
business district?

Mr
(8}

(P}

92. Mr
the

Mr

93, Mr

the
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RUSHTON replied:

The Perth City Council city planning
scheme, currently on exhibition and on
which submissions may now be made,
proposes to reduce the density of com-
mercial development in certain areas
of the central business district. This wil!
have the effect of reducing the total
amount of commercial development per-
mitted under the present by-laws.

The Government is looking 1o the
development of sub-regional centres to
encourage commercial development in
those areas. The importance of provid-
ing job opportunity within reasonable
proximity of living areas and the overall
advantages have been stressed in Govern-
ment philosophy on planning and
development.

The Government supports the principle
of locating suitable departments and
agencies outside the central business
district of Perth. ! understand that the
Public Service Board is currently review-
ing accommadation requirements with a
view to rationalization and is examining
suitable sites for future development.

TOURISM
Tax Concessions

TAYLOR, to the Minisier representing
Minister for Tourism:
Will the Minister press the Australian
Government 10 grant tax concessions to
the tourist industry similar to those
granted to other industries, to help offset
the cost of what is of necessity a lahour
intensive industry?

P. V. JONES replied:

Western Australia, through the Tour:sl
Ministers’ Council, and directly in appro-
priate instances will continue its efforts
1o cnsurc taxation concessions granted
by the Commonwealth Government
apply to the tourist industry.

DEPARTMENT OF TOURISM
Singapore Office

TAYLOR, to the Minister represeniing

Minister for Tourism:

Will the Minister give consideration to

establishing an office of the Department

of Tourism in Singapore 10 encourage

people of the region to visit Western

Australia?
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Mr P. V. JONES replied:

The establishment of a Department of
Tourism office in Singapore will be con-
sidered following the opening of Wes-
tern  Australian Government Travel
Centres in Brisbane and Canberra to
meet the demands of the Australian
market.

WATER SALINITY

Control Techniques of Mr Whittington

Mr BRIAN BURKE, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

(n

(2

Is he aware of the successful salinity
control techniques implemented by Mr
H. S. Whittington on his farm at Bod-
dington?

Are there any broader implications in
respect of salinity control atising from
the techniques adopted by Mr Whitting-
ton?

Mr P. V. Jones (for Mr OLD) replied:

)

2

Yes. [ have visited Mr Wh.ttington's
property at Brookton and discussed with
him the techniques he is using and his
claims for their effectiveness.

By arrangement with Mr Whittington, a
monitor.ng programme is being estab-
lished to compare results of these tech-
niques with those recommended by the
Depariment of Agriculture.
Departmental officers are currently con-
ducting a series of seminars and field
days to explain to farmers the nature and
origin of the main types of salinity prob-
lems and recommended methods of
treatment.

SHIPPING

Muarine fnguiry Recommendations
Dr TROY, to the Minister for Works:

(N

(2)

Is he aware that a court of Marine
Inquiry sat on |fth, 12th, 13th and 30th
May, 1977 in Fremantle to investipate
the capsize of a landing barge Perentic
in which three men were drowned?

Is he aware also that the inquiry brought
down five recomendations, they being—
(a) the department should examine its
survey requirements for small cargo-
carrying craft and, in particular, it
should consider the (easibility of
leaving stability matters in the hands

of one expert in this field and of
including an inclining experiment in
all cases;

(b) the department should consider the
desirability of having the 1972 load
line legistation proclaimed or of the
enactment of comparable legislation;

(c) the department and WAPET should
closely examine all aspects of cargo
handling at Barrow Island, in par-
ticutar the use of landing craft and
the installation of a means of weigh-
ing cargo before shipment;

(d) the department should examine the
methods of securing cargo in these
craft and if necessary promulgate
detailed rules for the same., We
cansider particular attention should
be paid to the use of lever-type load
binders on sea going craft; and

(e) radio procedures should be examined
with a view to ensuring the early
advice of disaster and distress?

(3) (a) Have any of the five recommenda-
tions been implemented;
(b) are they going to be implemented;
{c) if so, when; and
(d) is anything going to be done?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1} and (2) Yes.

() (a) to (d)
All of the five recommendations
have been examined and the nec-
essary action is being taken.
In respect of question (2) (a)—
It is not practicable to leave stubility
matters in the hands of one expert,
A vessel's stability is calculated by
the naval designer. However, the
department examines all stability
data before a survey certificate is
issued.
An inclining experiment is con-
ducted by the department on all
vessels unless they are identical in
all respects to vessels for which the
stability has previously been ap-
proved.
In respect of question (2) (b)—
Load line regulations are in course
of preparation by the Crown Law
Department,.
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In respect of (2) (&)—

Having regard to the particular
operation at Barrow Island, il is
impracticable to weigh each item of
cargo. However, a load line has
been assigned to the vessel which
is now working out of Barrow
Island.

In respect of question (2) (d)—
The method of securing cargo has
been examined and the new securing
equipment which has been examined
and found satisfactory is ia use.
In respect of (2) (e)—

Radio procedures are clearly laid
down in the radio-telephony regu-
lations. The company has been
directed to ensure that these pro-
cedures are strictly adhered to.

REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Geraldion Committee

96. Mr CARR, to the Minister for Regional Ad-
ministratton and the North West:

With reference to the Geraldton regional
development committee, announced by
him last week:

(1) Why was not a representative of
the trade union movement included?
Does he agree that future develop-
ment of the resion would benefit
from a continuation of the pood
industrial relations record experi-
enced in this area?

Is he aware that the secretary of
the Geraldton Trades and Labor
Council, Mr Jack Newman, has
been a constructive member of the
mid-west regional liaison group
which was the forerunner of the
development committee?

As working people will have a
major part to play in any future
development, will he consider adding
at least one representative of the
Trades and Labor Council to the
development committee?

(2)

3

(4

Mr Pearce: Make it up. Your department

probably did.

Mr O'NEIL replied:

No statement was made by me to any
newspaper, including The Geraldton
Guardian, regarding the establishment of

this particular commitiee. However, in-
quiries revealed that apparently a Press
reporter was present at a meeting of the
local authority whea a letter was read.

This letter was written by the Co-
ordinator General of the Department of
Industrial Development. Tt indicated
that 1, as the Acting Minister, “was
pleased to announce the appointment of
a committee. However, the matter of
the appointment of these regional
development committees is essentially
one for my colleague, the Minister for
Industrial Development, and I suggest
that any questions relating to them be
directed to that Minister.

FISHERIES

Rock Lobster Advisory Commiitee

97. Mr CARR, to the Minister representing the
Minister for Fisheries and Wildlife:

()

(2)

Mr
n
2)

On how many occasions in the last 12
months~has the rock lobster advisory
committee met rock lobster fishermen in
the Geraldton region and discussed a
reduced fishing effort?

Will the Minister please give details of
these meetings?

P. V. JONES replied:
Once.

The committee met fishermen at the
Abrolhos on 4th and 5th April, 1977.
However, a research seminar to which
all fishermen were invited, was held at
Geraldton on 13th October, 1977,

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
All-night Street Lighting

98. Mr CARR, to the Minister for Local Gov-
ernment:

Will the Government provide assistance
to local authorities to provide all-night
street lighting in the metropolitan area
and in major regional centres?

Mr RUSHTON replied;

No.

There has been no submission of evi-
dence " to indicate that this expenditure
should be the subject of a special pur-
pose grant.

The State Energy Commission is a
trading organisation and any benefits
passed on to one section of its customers
cost, automatically increase the price to
the remainder.
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The present all-night street lighting
charges are arrived at by adding only
‘the additional energy cost at off peak
rates to the standard street lighting
charges. This means that about 70 per
cent more hours of lighting can be ob-
tained for about 25 per cent additional
cost.

HEALTH
Sun Screening Lotions

Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for Health:

(1) Did the Acting Minister for Health
undertake to approach the Federal
Minister for Health concernung the im-
pest of sales tax on effective sun screen-
ing lotions?

(2) When was this action taken?

(3) What has been the response from the
Federal Minister?

(4) Will he table the correspondence?

Mr O'Neil (for Mr RIDGE) replied:

(1) Yes, :

(2) 12ih January, 1978.

(3) The Federal Mionister has written that
he has raised the matter with the Trea-
surer.

(4) The correspondence has been tabled.

I do have two copies of the correspond-
ence. 1 am pnpot sure whether my
colleague has tabled it. In case he has
not, 1 seek permission 10 do so.

The papers were tabled (see paper No. 95).

RAILWAYS
Meekatharra-Muliewa Line
Mr McIVER, to the Premier:
Will the Premier advise me whether the
Government will bring to Parliament the
Bill to ratify the closure of the Mullewa-
Meekatharra railway before the actual
closure date?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
It is not intended to intraduce legslation
when the line is closed to traffic because
the Government has promised that the

line will remain in sitw for at least 12
months after this time.

MINING
Sodiunt Nitrate Stockpiling

Mr MCcIVER, 1o the Minisier for Mines:

(1) Further to my question 6 of 1978 would
he advise if it is the intention of the
Mines Department to allow stockpiling

of ammonia nitrate at Dalwallinu, having
regard that the Government has decided
to close the Mullewa-Meekatharra rail-
way?

(2) If “Yes”, would he advise where in
Dalwallinu stockpiling will take place
and when it will commence?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

(1> and (2) The Department of Mines has
recommended that there be no bulk
storage of ammonium nitrale at the

presently propesed transhipment site at
Dalwallino.

TRANSPORT
Owner-drivers: Concrete Industry

102. Mr MCIVER, to the Minister representing

the Minister for Transport:

(1) Is it the Minister’s intention 1o introduce
legislation this session to control entry
of owner-drivers inio the concrete indus-
try, having regard for the deputations
presented to him by representatives of
owner-drivers?

(2) If “Yes”, when will the legislation be
introduced?

(3) If (1) is “No", would the Minister state
his reasons?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) and (2) No.

(3) It is felt thal to exercise restraint over
competition by road hauliers would not
be in the best interests of the community.
Tt is still under consideration but it has
been found that the proposed South
Australian Jegislation which is not
accepted in that State would have created
an artificial barrier against competition
and unduly protected the inefficient
operator. 1t would also tend to inhibit
manufacturers’ freedom to compete with
each other, which would not be in the
best interests of the building industry,

MINING
Diamond Explaration in the Kimberley
Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for Mines:

(1) Is the Mines Department aware of un-
official prospeclting upon Aboriginal
reserves in the Kimberley?

(2) If so, what action has becen taken?
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Mr MENSAROS replied:

(1) and (2} The Mines Department yester-
day became aware of unofficial prospect-
ing on an Aboriginal reserve in the Kim-
berley. The matter is being studied.
Since the answer to this question on
notice was prepared [ have ascertained
that the company concerned had entered
its temporary reserve which is within the
bounds of an Aboriginal reserve. That
was contrary to the conditions which
accompanied the granting of the tem-
porary reserves; namely that an entry
permit must be obtained before entry
can be made. Having established the
breach of the conditions, [ gave instruc-
tions to the department to set in motion
the cancelling of the temporary reserve
and its transfer to Ministerial temporary
reserve.

MINING
Diamond Exploration in the Kimberley

Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for Com-
munity Welfare:

(1) Is he presently empowered to approve
applications for entry to Aboriginal
reserves?

(2) Has he reccived applications to obtain
permils to enter certain Aboriginal
reserves to prospect for diamonds?

(3) What action is proposed?

Mr O'Neil (for Mr RIDGE) replied:

(1) Under current legislation the Minister
is empowered o approve reserve entry
applications only if recommended by
the Commissioner for Aboriginal Plan-
ning.

(2) Not directly, although three such applica-
tions have been brought to my attention.

(3) One permit has already been issued by
the Aboriginal Lands Trust under dele-
gated authority and the Government pro-
poses to issue the other two after amend-
ing regulation 8 of the Aboriginal Affairs
Planning Authority Act to give the
responsible Minister power (0 issue such
permits.

A MINING

Diamond Exploration in the Kimberley
Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for Com-
munity Welfare:
(1) Has the Aboriginal Lands Trust con-
sidered applications to prospect for dia-
monds on certain Aboriginal reserves?

(2) What reserves are involved?

(3) From whom were the applications re-
ceived?

{4) What decisions did the trust make in
respect of these applications?

Mr O'Neil (for Mr RIDGE) replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) Aboriginal Reserve 13 873.

(3) CRA Exploration Pty. Lid., Stockdale

Prospecting Pty. Ltd. and Dampier Min-
ing Ltd.
(4) CRA Exploration Pty. Lid. be granted

a permit, but that the other two be
declined.

106, This question was posfponed.

HEALTH 3
Radfoactive Waste Materfal: Safe Disposal

107. Mr BARNETT, to the Minister for Health:

(1) Ts it correct that State Health Ministers
had a meeting on 9th February this year
to urge the Federal Government to
draft a national policy for the safe dis-
posal of radioactive waste materisl?

{2) Is it correct that most of the Ministers
were firmly opposed to any attempts by
the Federal Government to dump radio-
active waste in the sea or to make any
one State a dumping ground?

Mr O'Neil {for Mr RIDGE) replied:

(1) No. The inference is incorrect. At a
regular meeting of the Health Ministers’
Conference on 9th February, this year,
at the request of the New South Wales
Minister for Health, an agenda item,
“Disposal of Radioactive Waste”, was
discussed.

(2) There was no proposal by the Federal
Government to dump radioactive waste
in the sca or to make any one State a
dumping ground.

HEALTH
Radioactive Waste Material: Safe Disposal

108. Mr BARNETT, to the Minister for Health:

‘In view of the Premier’s statement on
8th September last year—page 1241,
Hansard No. 6, “that the capacity to
master uranium's power peacefully for
the benefit of man is proven beyond
doubt”, why has he found it necessary
to urge the Federal Government to draft
a national policy for the safe disposal
of radioactive waste material?
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Mr O'Neil (for Mr RIDGE) replied: The levels represent an upper limit of
1 fail 10 see why any explanation is radium 226 assuming all gamma activily
necessary or why the member should in the sample is radium.

see any contradiction in a statement that VAPECH HOUSE
implies knowledge about the problem, Ceili
and a further statement urging a national clings
policy for the application of that know- !11. Mr BARNETT. 1o the Minister for Works:
ledge. (1) Further to questions in the last Parlia-
ment relating to  ceiling material  at
STATE FORESTS Vapech House, has a decision to replace
o "
Banxite Mining: Wagerup and Alwest or cover the Cﬂ'll:lgs been made?
. (2) If “Yes", when will work be undertaken?
109. Mr BARNETT, to the Minister for e . . .
Forests: (3) If “No", on what studies has this deci-

A . sion been taken?
What is the estimated number of hec-

tares that will be mined annually if the Mr O'CONNOR replied:

Wagerup and Alwest proposals are linked (1) Yes.

with the Pinjarra and Kwinana opera- (2} Work will be undertaken as soon as a

_ tions? suitable area is available in which pre-

Mr O'Connor (for Mrs CRAIG) replied: sent occupants may be housed whilst

A . q . £ 1000000 works proceed.

ssuming a refinery capacity o .
tonnes per year of alumina for Alwest, (3) Not applicable,
an initial output of 200000 tonnes per LAND

year at Wagerup in addition to the pre-
sent level of operations at Kwinana and .
Pinjarra, it is estimated that the com- 112 Mr BARNETT, to the Premier:

Warnbro Area

bined area to be mined for bauxite will (1) 1s it correctly reported in The West
be 353 hectares per year. Australian that he will be approaching
the Prime Minister in an effort to have
HEALTH the Army clear land in the Warnbro
Tailings Dam at Baldivis area?
110. Mr BARNETT, to the Minister for Health: (2) (a) Has this approach been made; if so
Would he please detail dates and results ?vhen, and o
of readings taken from bores surrounding . {b) if not, wher! is it proposed that the
Western Mining's tailings dam at Baldivis, approach will be made?
which relate to radioactive levels? (3) If (2) (a) is “Yes”, has the Prime Min-
Mr O'Neil (for Mr RIDGE) replied: ister given a reply as yet?
The waler samples from bores near the Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
Western Mining Corporation tailings dam (1) Yes.

at Baldivis were taken in August 1977
and analysed for radioactivity. The
results were:

(2) and (3) Informal approaches to Com-
monwealth departments involved have
been made, and discussions held. A

Upper Limit of Radium from formal approach by me to the Prime
Total-Gamma Activity Minister is in the process of being sent.
Picocurie per
litre QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

. Lake Richmond GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS

(Rockingham) 972 c rer Eoui .
Knight Bore 16.8 ompiiter qmpn-ren

1. Mr DAVIES, to the Premier:
Travers Bore I1.8

In view of the controversy on computers
Malaxos Bore 8.0 in Canberra 1 thought the Premier might

Thompsons Bore 9.1 appreciate a question to use the House as
Lake Cooloongup 9.7 a forum to explain how contracts for
W.M.C. House 8.2

computer equipment—for purchase or
W.M.C. Well No. 2 9.7 lease—are arranged by the Government.

® N AR WD
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Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

Sir

As I wunderstand the position, if a
department has any requirement it makes
a submission to the Western Australian
Government Computer Committee which
is deputed to examine all computer
proposals and installations for the
Government.

This s a logical process to - avoid
duplication because these days everyone
seems to want t¢ have a computer in the
same way that developing countries
want an oil refinery, a steel mill, and
an airline.

To avoid this empire building and what
could be an extravagant use and instal-
lation of computers, this commiitee
examines all applications.

Jamieson: You have not had any
resignations?

CHARLES COURT: Once that hurdle
has been surmounted the matter goes o
the State Contract Board which calls
tenders in the normal way,

Again 1 am speaking off the cuff, but [
understand that when it calls tenders
it normally does so on the basis of
straightout purchase or lease and then
—and only then—is the evaluation made
on which course to follow. Some-
times it would be cheaper and better in
the final analysis .10 have a lease
arrangement while at others it would
be better to make a straightout purchase,
particularly when the piece of equipment
would have a reasonably long life and
expectancy of use and therefore it would
be a better economic proposition to
oblain it on a straightout purchase
rather than on a lease arrangement.

The short answer is that if they get
through the committee which is exam-
ining all computer requests, it is then
a maltter entirely for the Tender Board
—with one proviso. The proviso is that
if it is a very large piece of equipment
then the request has to go to the
Treasurer for approval before tenders are
called. That is to avoid the problems
of duplication and excessive installations
without having full regard for other
existing facilities already installed, and
back-up Ffacilities available.

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES
Contributory Extension Scheme

2. Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Minister for Fuel

and Energy:

(1) Does he concur with the comments and
recommendations of the cominittee of
Government back-benchers on the (00
per cent increase in charges for connect-
ing rural properties to power supplies?

(2) Does he propose to implement the com-
mittee’s recommendations, including the
recommendation that the increases should
be removed?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

(1) 1 personally do not agree, and the advice
given to me by the State Energy Com-
mission tallies with my opinion.

(2) The matter will be discussed by the Gov-
erament and, of course, due considera-
tion will be taken of the recommenda-
tions.

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES
Contributory Extension Scheme
3. Mr TAYLOR, to the Premier:

In view of his overall responsibility for
co-ordinating Ministerial activity, is he
in accord with the finding of the Govern-
ment back-bench committee on increased
SEC rural connection charges that the
Minister for Fuel and Energy is deserv-
ing of strong criticism for not telling
members of Parliament about the new
charges before they came into force lust
year?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
I think 1 am entitled to assume that ths
question posed without notice by the
member for Cockburn is frivolous, and
1 propose to treat it as such.

SHIPPING
Murine Inquiry Recommendations

4.  Dr TROY, to the Minister for Works:
My question is related to the answer
the Minister gave to question 95 on
today’s nolice paper.
The Minister stated that load line regu-
lations are in course of preparalion by
the Crown Law Deparlment.



186

5.

[ASSEMBLY]

Would the Minister be a little more
explicit in relation to the direction he
gave to the Crown Law Department?
Secondly, when might one expect to see
something brought before this House?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

1 thought the member for Fremantle
would have understood that 1 gave no
direction. This matter comes under the
jurisdiction of a Minister in another
place.

However, if the member gives me some
details of what he wants to find out, 1
will obtain the information for him,

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES
Contributory Exitension Scheme

Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister for Fuel
and Energy:
Is the Governmemnt back-bench commitiee
on increased SEC rural connection
charges correct in claiming that the de-
" cision to increase connection charges was
based solely on economic factors with-
out full consideration of the capacity of
potential consumers to pay?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

My interpretation is that the statement
does not take into consideration all the
circumstances, Therefore, 1 cannot see
that it is quite correct.
However, the question asked by the mem-
ber for Welshpool is rather 2 matter of
opinion and not az matier of fact, and
should be treated as such.

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES v
Coniributory Extension Scheme

Mr CARR, to the Minister for Fuel and

Energy:

(1) Does the Governmemt's approval of the
100 per cent increase in SEC connec-
tion charges for economic reasons mean
that the Government has adopled a
policy that the user must pay?

(2) How does the Government relate this
increase to its stated aims of support-
ing decentralisation?

Mr MENSAROQS replied:

(1) This policy—or alleged policy—about
the user having to pay did not receive
consideration primarily when this ques-
tion was considered by the SEC. The re-
sult of the consideration was simply that

2)

Mr

there is a limit beyond which it is, by
virtually all measures, uneconomical to
connect outlying country areas. It has
been suggested—and this is being studied
now—that these people would be much
better off-—and so would the State
Energy Commission and its other cus-
tomers—if they were supplied with in-
dividual generating units which would
be dealt with on a uniform basis by the
SEC.

I do not think this is a fair question
to ask. What the Government, and the
Minister ultimately responsible for the
State Energy Commission, have done
over the past few years has been very
much in the interests of country afeas,
and in the interests of decentralisation.
The honourable member might recail
that some years ago therec were differing
charges in the country and the metro-
politan arcas with country tariffs being
much higher, They have been equalised
and consequently the great bulk of
metropolitan customers carry the burden
of what might be called a subsidy to
country areas.

Presently, the tariff is the same for
country and metropolitan areas. There-
fore, 1 do not think it would be reason-
able of the Government to go to the
opposile exireme.

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES
Contributory Extension Scheme
CARR, 10 the Minister for Fuel and

Energy:

The SEC brochure, “The Contributory
Extension Scheme™ states "A limit of
$3 000 has been placed on the Basic
Capital Cost allowed under the scheme.
Extensions requiring a B.C.C. in excess
of this amount will not normally be
undertaken unless special arrangements
are made.” As a result 1 ask the follow-
ing questions—

(1> What type of special arrangements
are relevant for allowing a connec-
t.on to be undertaken costing more
than $3 0007

(2) How does the Government justify
not allowing people to pay for their
own connection even when they are
financially able to do so?
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Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) and (2) The special arrangements

would depend on the individual case.
The Government does not allow
this simply because of the installa-
tion costs, even if they are paid for
by the customer because, in total,
this figure does not represent all the
costs on which the SEC embarks
when the installation is made. An

|
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extremely remote connection could
mean the building of additional
transformers, additional transmis.
sion lines, and the generation of
higher voltage power. Therefore, it
is not only the physical installation
of the line in the first instance, but
also the considerable load of other
expenses which are necessary in
order to supply power.



